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A SERMON: Patched (4 
Lidbury- North) at the Funeral! 
of the Worſhiptull HO. 
PHREY W ALC OT, of 
Walcot, Eſq; June 8. 


1650. 


And now Publiſhed, 


By Thomas FROYSELL, Miniſter of the 
Goſpell at (lun in Skropſbire. 4 


> Gar. 6.10. At we have therefore opportu- 25 
nity, let us doe good unto all men, eſpecially to * 
them that are of the Howſbald of Faith. 2 


Hr B. 3. 13. Exbort one another daily, while X - 
it is called to day, leſt any of you be hardned 
_ bhrowugh the deceirfulne ſe of fin. 
17 — London, Printed by M. S. for Thomas Parkhurſt ac the : . 
=} 


Þ three Crowns over againſt the Great Cuaduir 
44: at the lower end of Cheapſide, 16588. 
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Truly Vertuous and his mugh 
Honored, Miſtris Hnne 73 4 
Walcot, of 'Waleot. | * 1 F 


A was your Husbande 
deſire (when alive 
chat 1 ſhould preac 
nis Funerall, Lie tis 
—.— hat I ſhould Print i it ; Flſe 
(for ought I know) it'had never 
ſeen the light . For I count not 
any of my Grapes worth the 
Preſſe: Therefore ſince it is your 
pleaſure to ſee this 9 
Printed dreſſe, 1 pray accept of f. 
. not 
# When your dear Husband was 1 
alive, Te were Two precious *. 3 
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The Epiffle 


ſhine in another World, and hath 
left you to ſhine a While in this 
world ; It is but a while, and there- 
fore ſpread forth all your beams, 
before you ſet in the Welt of 
Death, and” be ſeene bere no 
more. 

If we would ſhine with God in 

Heer muſt ſhine for God on 
Earth: Let this Sermon F9ppor: 
tunities make vou improde 
opportunities: Shall tlie t 4's 
this world hug their op 
nities for the world, and ſhalkmot 
we Husband our opportunities 
for Heaven? | 

Society with Jeſus Chriſt even 
on this ſide Heaven, is a kinde of 
Heaven 3 end thoſe Chriſtall 
ſtreams. of oys which we'tnight 
ſuck from God here, outed all the 
pleaſures! and braveries of this 
world; which made n e 


told bim. he nn e Date 


* 


( "when the Devil wn yes. my 


8 | 3 
— 22 85 21 13 
is - | K 7 "is 
him to drink Si n * 
Frai Ded et a 1 
wvirtute poſh + > 
: 


hereft 
5 


life, 


after this life, yet let me iggoy bim 
as much as I canin this ite Oh 
that drooping Soules would thus 
quench Satans ſuggeſtions I This 
were enough to rebound all bis 
temptations back againe up 
him. Fruition of God afar off inthis. 
life(t hongh we ſhould never injoy bim 
in thenex!) is much better, then all 
the world below. him Ahl What 
then will our fruition of him in 
Heaven be? Joy in him here, 
and you ſhall enjoy him 
hereafter: Live to him here, 
and you ſhall live with him here- 
after : And to this end God. 
gives you all your opportunities, 
to this high and happy end, that 


A 3 you 


2 Cor. 2. 6. 
Luke 19. 42. 
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zoumayartiivehim.” Thar him- 
elfe; and all that He is worth may 
de yours: And let me tel you, 1 


That a Sermon of oppbttunities is 
almoſt as neceſſary to be preach- 
ed, as to preach Chnſthimſelfe : 
becauſꝭ the opportunity to re- 
ctive Chriſt1s (in its kind) as ne- 


ceſſary as Chriſt to be received: as 


Chriſt is called Salvation ; ſo our 


opportunity is called the Day of 


Salvation: Behol 1 nom is the accepted 
tizze, behold now is the day of Salua- 
tion. We looſe Salvation it ſelfe, 
if we looſe the day of Salvation; 
we looſe Chriſt himſelfe, if we let 
paſſe the day of Chriſt, If thou 
badſt known,” in this thy day, the 
thing: which belong unto thy peace, but 
nom they are hid from thine eyes. A 
man that is to havea ſum of mony 


tendted him upon ſnch a day, 


muſt be ſure to watch and wait 
the day, if he would receive the 
mony: He that hath a ſute at Law 
TY muſt, 
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muſt obſerve the Tenne tüme; 11 


he looſe the Terme he will looſe 
his ſuite +28 Luther ſaid, that Much 
of Religios conſiſis in Adverb: fo 
ſay I, That.much weight of our 


Salvation lyeth in circumſtances, 


in the circumſtance of time and 
opportunity:as the whole weight 
of out Salvation is laid upon 
Chriſt,fo the whole weight of our 
getting Salvation is laid upon our 
time, our opportunity: 2 Let faith 
give you a preſentiality of things 
to come, of Death to come, of 
your Account to come : Faith 
gives them a preſent Exiſtence: 
ſet the Period of your Time neer 
unto you, behold it is at hand, 
when you ſhall live no longer, 
prox no longer, have the helpe of 
Ordinances no longer; We know 
not how few fands are left in 
out Glaſſe of opportunity, and 
when they are once ſperit, God 
will not turn the Glaſſe again for 
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"Tis this that affects the heart: 
is that awaked Nzniveb 
to repentance: Tet forty dayes and 
Nineveh ſhall be deſtroyed : How did 
this Alarum ſtirre their Hearts! 
what (ſay they) but forty dayes? 
Ate our dayes ſhut up into fo a 
narrow a room? What are forty 
dayes? How ſoon will they ſee an 
end? This frighted them into a 
fit of Repentance: It is time for us 
(lay they) to faſt and pray, and riſe 
out of ſin, if our Sun be ſo neer 
ſetting; I am perſwaded if God 
had ſent Jonah with this meſſage, 
Tet fortie years and Nineveh ſhall be 
deſtroyed, it had made no work at 
all upon them: it might have 
smazed them, but not ſtarted 
them up to ſuch a preſentrepen- 
'rance : It is the neer approach of 
our end that drives the work 
home in us; Tell a Scorner in his 
ruffe and jollity, that he muſt 
dye one day; He receives it 
careleſ]y. 


- * 4 . y — * 1 
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carel fy and . 
forty 


but tell —— 1 
you muſt be called to ju egen 
Nay Sir, but two or three 5 
bence, and dye you muſt; 1 
to the quick, at this news 
the proud Ruffler is fuddainly 
diſmounted, and his courage de- 
graded, be looſes his blood in his 
checks, and ſhivers at the heart, 
like the leaves of the forreſt that 
are ſhaken with the wind; ah then 
ſee death upon us / Look upon our 
end as ſtanding by us; as neer as 
are the ſhadow — the ſubſtance, 

ſo neer are Life and Death 3 our 
life is but the ſhadow, death 
brings ſubſtance with it, ſub- 
ſtantiall woes, or woes , or 
ſubſtantial joyes in the boiome 
of it. 

Cato Had oftentimes ſpoken, in 
the Senate, that the City Carthage 
muſt be deſtroyed, being too neer 


a neighbour tothe City of Rome: 
F 


4 


i ry 
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- 
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3 ame together he for- 
med go Oention in the Senate, but 
neuere in that ſtill as the con- 
ehifian : yer he oould not carry it, 
becauſe Scipio Nuſieas being made 
up bf a contrary opinion, alwayes 

on thevther ſide, that it 
was for the 7 of the Romane 
Conor wealth that Carthage 
(hvald ſtaad: At laſt, Cato on a day 
broaghe à green Fig into the Senat 
among them, and told them, that 
this Fig was growiag in Carthage 
but three da yes agoe : and there- 
by warned them that a Navy 
might within three dayes arrive 
from Carthage; and lay ſiege to 
theit City: When they heard this, 
The-neerfieſs of the danger, made 
ſuoh impreſſion on their thoughts 
that whereas before they could 
at ver be won upon to aſſent, now 
they voted not to give over till 
they level d Carthace to the 
ground: And ſhall not eternity 
affect 


5 ern? nay | 
our City, to our ; 

evill at Hand, of death; 5 
Judgement at Rand. Thos f 6 
( ſaith Chriſt ) 19% U night 55 owl 
ſhall be required o thier ah then let 
us Act Betimes, let not the night 
| take us in a pigùt, let not the night 


of Death ae night of {int 
and ſecutity, chen we {ball havea a 
double nig t at once upon is. 

3 Opportunities: are very pre- 
cious : Every one accor to 
the objects they lay out of, value 
their opporrubirics, :_ there's, no 
Prince ot great perſon in the 
wotld, hath more Clients, and at- 
tendants then opportuniry hathz 
All ſorts Court herzand wait with 
humbleſt fervice on her The 
Husbandman waits en 
to plow, and * and reap; 
Trade: 
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= The Epiſtle. 


Tradeſman attends opportunity 
to make his bargains at loweſt 
late, and ſel] 


off his wares at high- 

price; The Ambitious man 

Is at the door of opportunity 

To raiſe himſelfe; All ( but fools.) 
according to their occaſions run 
* put to meet, and bow the knee to 
To opportunity and ſhall not the dea- 
$*; 700 oppportunities be precious to 
us? ſhall we not take the bei# o- 
portunity by the hand? Oportu. 
nity tO £2 ne the moſt precious 
things is the moſt precious oppor- 
tunity; oportunity to get the beſt 
treaſures is the beſt oportunity ; 
Godlineſſe is great gaine, Heaven is 
the bigheſt advancement, The 
Soul is the Crowne and Maſter 
piece of man: ſurely then the o- 
portunity to get and ſave theſe 
-  _ . , thould be counted precious 
| x Cor. 8. 4. .Oportunity, ; All things here 
. pay (that are of the world)are but no- 
b things, but Idols and ihadows * | 
tex the 


thing. 
Eien 


ut the! | 
| _ 15 1 5 are 
but an Idol. There's ho —— 
nor imartaliry in themʒ but » 


| is an abſolute and etern | 
the ſpring of all Divine tat. 

ons, They that live in him, live at 

an high rate, and live fbr ever; 
How can he complai to want 
light, that lives in the midſt of the 
ſun?bow can he complainof thirſt, 
out of 3 belly flow rivers of living 
witer ? Sutely ling oportunity to 
injoy God, is the moſt precious 


| oportunity. Your Importunii- 
ty hath fetcht out this Sermon 
of Oportunity from me : and 
I have given you here more 
then I preacht, the time be- 
ing too narrow to deliver all at 
| once, 
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1 a oſ the Lord 

hit all over againe to our 
1 ary ow you to 


* 


Ws 12 
wm, moſt deeply ab 
e to Honour and 

Serve you, 


| Txo. FROYSELL. 


dien, Fob... 
8. 76. 


To his Wai fy! 


lighly Ho x og BD D 
Mr John alas 
* alcot Eſquite. l 


N 
n ac at 
| Fathers: Funerall) 7 — 


not but publi _ 
toit, or it to 3 wr e 455 


— 715 vie, f is 92 
ne? He hoe hc you 


22 "For l 
cannot but — ind your een) N 72 


hight - 2 
Sermon nas Preac d ins, 
but it was Preache tt 10 whe h 


fore god looks that it 122 0 0 


on jon: * For at that 


Pregcher / at once Freed * ES 


„ 4 * 
Man wa, 
. * 
— * 2 8 * 
re 2 5). 
* & 0 A. 
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45 — is the Coffin, 
Preacherin the Pulpit + He proacht to 
you that you muſt dye, This Sermon 
preach't to a you 25 ſt live : is 
| preach't to you, tha e will 
be . Thus ee ee Jon, 
how yo jour time - 

As Fore i he "x * eternall 
life, ſo an holy life is the way to 
an happy death er good Father 


dyed old, amd you wy, 1 — 55 as 


God. writer ſome mem i life in -at 
times God is 


to 4 ſmall Mony(yllable; and therefore. 
turne and winde 7 preſent ns 
time 10 the be it... "wy grow. ric 
grace upon it. 

- Remember 
I 8 begin too 6 vone to 
ſors Jens Crt iſt. One may begin too 
cas never begin 10 ſoonto 
Poe aeg Chriſt : Where ſhould the 
Flower of your Age g row but im the 
Garden of his hs ? It it the Policy 


7 


7 be WF. 1 He * Py = 
- , . : > {= 4 2 
s = 45 pe # 


to . 
vrite in (hot r. band cut a long life in- 
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nefſe  He'that goes out betimes in the 
morning, is more liketo diſpatch bis 

Journey, than he that lingers till the 

day he ſpent. „ A 0 4 * 

2 Dos can never” do too much for 

Jeſus Clbriſt. "Religion knows no 

(a) exceſſe jo, cannot. ſavour too 

much of hbolineſſe : a there be ſome 

perſons” that cannot bedre the ſmell of 

Musk and ſweet prefumes, it fils their 

brains aud makes them fick, ſo Hypo- 

crites, (and they are Hypocrites i hat) 

canuot abide the ſmell of holy preciſe- 

neſſe,and the ſcent of ſtrineſſe: Paul 

bids us be fervent in ſpirii(erres, that (pu 
35, ſeething bot) ſerving the Lord: put habere 
Quinotzelat, non amat, He that fag ers. 
hath not zeale for Chriit, bath not ten abplugy 
{ove to Chrift : True zeale is a Seal eff tamathe- 


Religion I ſay, you cannot doe too Yn: Non 


eh for Teſs (Brin, be bath done M 
1 ſo much for us: And what doth Chriſt quid quod fer 
- require non debet Aquiil 


of the Devill zo Miſconrage Early boli 4 * Fe 
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of our Election Strictneße and 2 3 1 
4 | quan- 
| cxalineſſe is the beauty and luſtre of iaem pr. 
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= WY An Epiſtle. 4 
e require of you, but be did the ſane f 
Sun rot vonẽ Is he not 


upon equall ter mer with 
you # Nay befare hand with you? If 
be cals you to bear the Croſſe for him, 


"owl & Pi did he not bear 4 greater Croſſe for 
”  lracindi ſum you? Grace pats no limits to baline ſſe: 
e 8 He that makes God bis End, thinks be 
My c & Mai) cu wever hate enough of God, or be 
Fini apperi”. #00 boly for Gad Aud though bis 
les definits 4- actions of holineſſe, and bis forward- 


toi. Fins neſſi in thers oer - rum his Credit, or 


Su un 
ferre 10jas 
amaracum. 


rn lte 
—_ 1565 repexts not 3 for tis not bis End to 


Chriſt upon himſelfe. 


which notion the warkd looks wpor it: 


the hack of mans nature : I more 


#04inft nature. Ii a defect of nature: 


hd, 


preſcrbit me- over-throw his Eſtate,yet he cares not, | 
we. preſerve bimſelſe, but 10 ſerve. Jeſus | 
* 3 Hylineſſe is uo upſt ort: Vader 


 waturallto man to be righteous; Sin is © 


3 it ame (as I way ſay) of the my | 
3 e 


as if preciſeneſſe in Religion mere a | 
new faſhion takew ud, and put on by | 
fome but of late No; Halineſſe was | 
the fir ſt Suite that ever mus put upon © 


LIMI 1 


"An Epiſtle. 


ſide of the Hedge," # meer Baſtard: 


God # not the Parent of it, it hath 
nothing of God in it, wa the Devil | 
that begat it upon maut nature, and 7+ 0. 
therefore 'tis of a laber Edition then 
grace ʒ Grace was, - when ſin was not. 
Let us make man(/27th God in our . 1. 26. 
after our likenefle : Ion ſes 
Grace is of a woſt anciemt houſe,of the 
big heſi antiqui ty, enel therefore if any 
thing will, it will ennoble on. 

4 And that you may be heated into 
zeale for Jeſus Chriſt, Lide in the 
Scripture fire: as the Sulemander(they / 
ſay) lies in the fire, ſo do you live in 
the Scripture, is your Flement* It will 
ſeorchyon into an holy love to Jeſus 
Chriſi:do book becomes your hand like . 
the Bible ʒ N made David wiſer ther 
his Teachers; Tis "this Book that 
makes Preachers, und this Book js the 
beſt Preucher ʒ This Booke will preach 
to you its your Ch amber By this Book. _ 
af Prexchert and Hearers muſt ble. 
judged at the laſt day; Thi} Book will 

| B 2 expound + 


ex pound ta on that hidden Bool thut 
RY. ebe jon, your Conſcience, The 
2 ookof Conſcience is a ſecret and in- 
"« Fricate piece, very few are well read in 

it, moſt deceived by it; but this Book. 

/ Scripture Iſay, this Bool will dif. 

cover it, and fhew you all the Errata in 

it 5 it will ſearch your very heart, and 

tell all it ſecrets to you,nay this Book. 

will tell out Gods heart to you, and his 

(oc) Ego a winde concerning gon, (cc) Luther 
kbros meer, & bated bis ommn Books, and (ſaith he) I 


755 nap - in* often with they were all loſt, Fea- 


meruove more> Ting leaſt they ſhould hold 

xr leffores, Readers im delay, and take them 
ger hf off from reading Scripture: 

Serirtura, qua Ea gives 'a ſtrange narrative 

ſolaomnis ſapi- of imſelfe, hom he was draggecl to the 

1 , Tribanal/, becauſe he bad read Cicero 

| more greedily then. he did the Scrip- 

ture ; Feing asked of my. corditjon, 

(ſaith be) I anſwered, I asu Chiiſti- 

an; Thou hyeſt ( ſaith the Judge). 

Ciceronlanus es, non Chriſtianus 

Thou art aCiceronian,not aChniſtian 


5 for 


An Epiſtle. ts: Oh 
for where th y Treaſure is, there's 
757 heart allo. Preſently ( 12 ). 
I WAN put to ſilence, and had not a 
word to ſay; and among the ſtripes 
(for he had commanded me to be bea- 
ten; Twas ſcorched more with the fire 
of Conſcience conſidering with my ſelf 
that Verſe, In the Grave who Will pfalm 6. 
give thee thanks? Then T began to 
ery, Have mercy upon me, O Lord, 
have mercy upon me 3 7 "bis voice 
ſounded loud amidſt the "ſcourginge 3 \ 
At laſt, they that ſtood by , caſting 

* themſelves downe at the Preſidents 

 F knees, prayed him, th it be would par- 
don my youth, and give place of repen” 
tance to my Error, Then be requiring 
pun i ment, if at any time I read 

heathen Eooks, I, who in ſuch a caſe 
T alould bade promiſe iſed you greater 
3 matters „ began fo eas he eeply,ſaying, 
Lord if, at any bs Loud read thoſe 
ſecular Books, I have denyed thee 
And ſo upon "this Oath be was 
| Adiſmiſſed ; And he adds moreover, 
[ B3 Neither 
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An Epiſtle. 

Neither was this afleep or 4 ugine 
dreame, with which we are q 
deluded , Witneſſe that Tribunal 
before which I lay ; Witneſſe that 
ſevere judgement which 1 trembled 
at. that I pray God I never fall again 
into ſuch examination by torment ; 


I confeſſed, had my ſboulders black 


and blem, and felt the blames after 
wy ſicep, and bave ſince read Gods 
ward with ſuch endeavour, as I 
never read before any human writing. 
Thus far Saint Jerome 3 Now let 
this paſlage awake you, and all of 
us , Let us lay aſide the ſublimeeſi 
curioſities of mans nit, all Volumes 

;® for Scripture, And all imployments 
4 for hegvcs. 


Wing your haſte, you have the 
flouriſhing plumes of Age upon you, 
Haw farre might you fly amd ſcoar 
up quite to an heauen of experi- 
ence, and communion with Jeſus 

8 1 hrs, 


Chriſt; if you would looſe no time, 
I ſay if you would loofe no time, T hope 
you will not, I pray you may not, 4 
For on may ſee in this Sermon, That Ic -4 
opportunity is an #unvaluable Trea- 8 
ſure, and yet a tranſient Treaſure , it 

carrieth laſting things along with 

it, and yet it 7 laits not, ſtayes 

not with ut, Tow may ſee in this 

Sermon , what great things you 

| may looſe your ſelfe if you looſe your 

| opportunitie, jon may looſe your ſelf 

| _ if you looſe your oppertanitie, 

God hath ſet you upon the 

| _ higher ground, above many in 

the world, Act highly for him; 

Lay up a Aich ſtock of Grace 

within you, that you may 

d bave an heart to act for him 

in publick; I wiſh you pro- 

g ſperity here, felicity here- 

— | after; Accept this Dedication * 


rr 


34 from 
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from him, who doth, and ſhall 
ever reſt, 


Your real ſervant in 
CHRIST JESUS, 


TH0.*PROYSELL. 
Clin, OFob. 
8. 1651. : 
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THE GALE 
f OF - 


1 PP O RTUNITY. 


— —_—_ 
— 


JohN 11. 8. 


For the Poore alwayes ye have 
with you, but me ye have 
not alwayes. | 


Fa Fthinks 1 ſee a 4 
) concourſe of of peo-. 
| ple before me this 
day.; and truly wis 
can be here and not 
be ſad? A great ma 
* a 8000 man is fallen this day, 3 
He lived amiable,and dyed 0 my SIN 
able; RT 


# 
1 
9 
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The Gale 
able; Iam perſwaded, you could 
all code in yoor bearts'ro with 
Bien into life” but chat 
are di ſpleaſe God; We 
muſt ſubmit and kiſſe the hand of 

rovidence in the death ot our 
eareſt friends aud Saints: We 
ate now t Ir our laſt office 
to him, have brought him 
from his houſe to his houſe, I 
mean his grave, which muſt houſe 
him up till the great day ofthe 
' ReſurreQion. 
N fee "_— _ — A 
s up the tree hy the roots, 
the Cedar as well as the Sbrub: To 
— we are green, within a little 
while we are not ſeen : Stay but a 
few dayes, and ſuch a day as this 
* thy dey: And therefore 


1 1. e 


our 8 
Ee words of ay 


* 


Fier the pour 2 ere, 
| - we ye have i 


with you, 

4 
| Theſe words are the words of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Cbriſt, 
and they are ap Apolgy or De- 
tence which he makes far a poor 


Saint, who 7 oflors v0 
ve to 


worke (an act 
enſured for it. 


Chriſt) was C Gone, 


4. 


1. The work which was 
you ſhall ſee in the 3. verſe T 


took Mary a pound of ointment, of - 


Spikenard, very coſtly, and angivted 
the feet of Jeſms, Aud wiped his feet 


with her hair, and the Houſe e N 


with the odour of the anos 
Obſerve: _. ...: 
I The dear Saint are full of i love 
| to Jefus Chriſt: 


2 yg i 


Saints will eng the Spikena 


bo ana CE byes 
1 love Chriſt, 2 4 
dear 
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of 


N 
x him. 2 Ton "of 
2 & + 
: 8 


A 4 of Opportunity. 
3 2 Tou ſhall finde this work 
1 oflove eclipſed, and cenſured in 
the 4th verſ, 7 1 ſaith one of his 
Diſciples, Judas Iſcariot, Simons Son 
2 ſhould betray bim Why was not 
this ſold for three hundred pence, and 
given io thee poore? 
- Obſervation, There is no att ion 
ſo good but ſome or other will be 
rrelling with it, and find ſome 
fault in it: The beſt actions are 
capable of cenfure and diſallow- 
ance : The nobleſt actions may 
Haye a ſcarre of reproach and cen- 
ſure put upon them : £4 
And this be ſaĩd( ſaĩth the 6. v.) 
mot that be cared for the poor, bus he- 
cauſe he was a Thieſe, and had the bag 
and bare what was put thert in. 
ohſerv. Avarice wants not beau. 
tifull pretences :Hypocrites carry 
Foul fins under a fair vail. _. 
3 Nov follows Chriſts Apolo- 
4 gy and defence of her, v, 7. Ther 
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an & he 4e 18 9 M 
bſerv.:: Jeſus. cin will take mne, g. -| 


Ide Lord Chiiſe pleads and Fer 
juſtiſiss ber action ne 


ments... | 
1 Tbebne Arguinear, from che WE 

end of the action The honour of fe- 

ſuc Chriſt, ver. 7. E agam uſt the dap of 

ee bath hs hops onde] Thar 


1s,-:y8.doe willingly allow ſweer 

balmesand t ich pr es for the 

dead: pars $4: in a little of 3 
hold this woman hath * 


8 beyond con- 
ceit, he hath bee 7 
office) toward my hure ; 
you will affoord me 


nitĩe af honour udicharegiven SY 
to others at their baciall ;: now, a 
againſt the day of wy Buriallh ith © 
ſhe keptthis. 1003 413! of 12; 8 
2. The other Argument 
fence he takes from the op. | CE *. 
gig of it; ſhe hath how an 0p. 16 lar we . 
e — — 


por tunity to ſhow 
which within a little while will be 
taken from her { For the poor alwayes 
you hate with you, bat mt y have not 
«lweyes ] and therefore let her 
ſhew me kindneſſe while ſhe may: 
Te bave not me alwayer with yourthat 


Heaven, I'goe qui 
- 1" nl aL YuGall belcbdrito he 


x 1 l 
7 þ a 
4 


0 unity. 
me kindneſſe, 


i, ye ſhall not have mealwayes 
with you: Indeed; I an with you 
almay even wato the end of the world. 
in reſpect uf my divine prefence, 
but me ye have not alwayer with you, 


mn teſpect of tay. human preſence. 


gix dayes hence I dye, and gbe to 
te away from 


nos have ne again among you to 
perform any ſuch bffices of reſpect 
to me, and therefore as for this 
action, ſhe doth well to take the 
opportunity, wich will be taken 
from her. Obſerve, and is the 


point I ſhall diſtourſe of at this 
time: N 371} 300 


+> 43 
.* 
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Dofts. te ns 
1 ny which 
me may Feuer 


I 
= 


Aud therefore Mark retidreth x | | 
thus, for you have the poore with you yinke 1449, | 
alwayes, and whenſoever you will you . 
pray do theos good, : i. eat any time] 
but me (faith Chriſt) ye hebe not , 
wages. That is, you ſhall never 
kindrieffe to the 


wuut the oppo of ſhewin 0 
ae — 2 

deere poor ainon he 

1850 N — 


Joel rel rs 10 


you!” 3 or 
Ser zue e 
but vou cannot 


ou to me in mw = 


not have 15 es in = 
— forme and pre 
you. And therefore — 
with this woman, in that whilſt I 
am prefent in body ſhe hath done 
this fervice to wy body? 29 
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> * 7 2 - \ hy N 
of Open 


7 e yo you ſhall wiſh 
oe the like; but cangot 3 The 
opportunity Will be one, when I 
am gone, ye ſhall deſire to ſee = 


| Decemur bc of the days of the Son of ma 
| 2 ye ſhall nor ſee it: And bertel L 


: ſa 3 
1 Py, ortunity of. N00 


we ueber 


Toke 17. 22, 


anz et quan- here is an 0 
7 2 * whichsf wenegh 
Pepi, Fern , Time and cpu. fl differ; 
* F e is 105 a een eriion 
11 
cangureeace of all other 
8 your 
ſigges, opportunity MATES | 
togeth 15 
es 
ed 
— Hex bop rent 
Wen: 25:24 530. 
bis Ship, lyeth rea- 
ven, — walts th 


5 e the like againt. 
lays, or Por- 
Wige 
bh (= tes =o 
defires, and 17275 rth to your de 
1 — 5h 05 10 the 
means are ba au 
Na Mariner. that ben 
wind, 
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2 of a Opportunity. 1 US 
wind, his time is all the time he 

es there: His opportunity is Oc par; | 
when time, and tide, and wind, ay es) 
and all other accomadations idonean . 
meete together to ſend him #4 facien; 


| opportundiatem, 

away. Cicero. Ib. 1. 
| juvent. 

If you would ſpeak with a man Wi Tem- 


4 . put, ſpatium 
upon ſuch A day, your time 1s any 3 in ge- 


hour in the day, but your oppor. we: e 

tunity, to ſpeak with him is, when {1% e 

he is at home, and can be at leiſure de, quem Te- 

and will afford you his company: een. 

When all theſe claſpe together, por. agen 

that's your opportunity: So ſup. lai,'55.s. 

poſe thy buſineſs beto ſpeak with 

God, and ſeek him tor grace or 

comfort, thy time to ſpeak with 

God is all thy life time, but thy 

opportunity to ſpeak with God 

is, when he is at home, and can be 

found;when he gives thee a heart 

to ſpeak to him, and hath a heart BJ: 

to ſpeak with thee, and therefore 

ſaith the Prophet, Seek ye the Lord > 
E while Re RIES 


t Ret geren- 


A 


I The Gale 


- 9 0 ® 
while he may be found, call ye upon him 
Tie while he is neer + when all theſe ate 

twiſted together, that's the thread 
of thine opportunity, 

Time without opportunity 1s 
like a body without the Soule, a 
dead thing and meer inanimate 


carkaſſe, and as the body js left 


without the Soul, ſo is time many 
times left without her opportuni- 

ty - 
: So that time may ſtay, when 
opportunity is loſt: time may be 
1 preſent when opportunity 1s pait; 


the tree of time may ſtand when 
the leaves of opportunity are 
dropt of: The ſtump of time may 
ſtick faſt in the root, when the 
branches of opportunity are cut 
down:the head of time may ſtand, 
when the golden baires of oppor- 
tunity are fallen off: when op- 
portunity is gone, the head of 
time is ba! | 

And therefore I ſay, that there 
18 


q 


af. Opportunity. 8 
is an opportunity for good, which! 9 
if we negleꝙ we may never bave it 
the like againe. 

And this Iwil ſhew you i in two 
things: 

L There is an opportunity of 
receiving good, which if we neg- 
leh, we may never have the like 
agaige. 

2 Thete is an opportunity of 
doing good, which if we neg- 
lect, We may never have the like 
agains 

There is an opportunity to get, 
and an opportunity to act ; an op · 
portunity to lay up, and an op- 
portunity to lay out: ſpiritual” 
I treaſures, which if we neglect we 
6 may never have the Uke a- 
, gaige. | 
- +F - » tfaythereis an opportuiiſiy | 
I ot receiving good; Which if we 


havethe like againe Sf, ih, 
E 1 Sometimes there 4s an 5 


is 1189 C 2 era 


N © 
N * 74 28 „ 
F P a” 6, oo 
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> o 0 
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portunity to beget faith in us, 
which if we neglect we may never 
have the like again ; as you may 
Elai. 7. 1® fee in E ſai. And the Lord ſpak again 
ey unto Abaz,, ſaying, Ark thee 4 J on of * 
the Lord thy God, ul it either in the 
depth beneath,or in the height above: 
But Abaz ſaid. I will not ask, neither 
will I tempt the Lord. Ask a Signe, 
1 where thou wilt where thou thin- 
* keſt it may be the greateſt miracle, 
A and give thee the greateft ſati:fa- 
—— Aion, either in the depth, or in the 
8 height on earth, or in heaven. 
Ah what an opportunity had 
4baz here offered to inſpire him 
| with faith ! A miracle where he 
p a) Ratio ſgu would, and what he would; for 
"ge. Log. the Prophet ( a.) — not 
lu bat ſigne A baz ſhould ask, leſt 
n baply the truth of the miracle 
> Fe . might be ſuſpected ; but leaves it 
OI b ve eſe 
EZ F bare iw to the Kings own option and free 
da hren . choice, whether he will have it 
1 e the w_ th or height, in 
earth 


II M44 
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of Opportunity. 
earth or heaven, if earth were too 
low for a miracle, to heigthen his 
faith, he ſhould have one as high 
as heaven. 

Ah ſweet opportunity / ah 
ſtrong opportunity to work ſuch 
a faith.in. Ahat, as to truſt God for 
ever ; here was an opportunity 
for; him to try God, to put the 
word of God to an experience; 
and ah / what ſcope had be? Ask 
a Signe in earth or Heaven, where 
thou wilt, and what thou wilt, I 
will not grudge it, any thing to 
mount thy faith beyond the 
Region of feare and doubt ing; to 
make thee and my people Iſrael 
belceye in me, thy faith ſhallwant 
for nothing to ſupport it 3 God 

gave him leave to be his owne 
Carver. KO 
As when a great friend cotnes 
to your houſe, you entertain him 
in this Language, Sir, command 
all that's here, ask what you! 
8 C 3 have, 


have tis yours: 80 did Goc be 


ſpeak Aba, all that in head en r 


earth is, for this minute, at thy 
ſervice, the choiceſt miracle that 
heaven or earth can yeeld to ban- 
quet thy faith, command it, tis 
thine: what a rich table of oppor 
tunity did God ſpread fot With? 
What variety of diſhes Þ a ſign 
from Heaven or earth] did the 
Lord ſet before him, to entertain 
and feaſt his faithꝰ Thus doth God 
condeſcend to ſinners; when they 
wil not come up to him, he comes 
down to them: This was kind. 
nes enough to ſtrike the fite of 
faith out of the hardeſt flint: Ah 
what an opportunity was here loſt 
and once loſt, twas loſt fox Ever : 


we read not that the like wageyer | 


offered Aha any more, but he 

grew worſe : when men deſpiſe 

Gods opportunities, they gtow 

wWorſe & worſt. So again jou ve 
. n | 

- another ſad inſtance in & Rings; 

- It | where 


_—cc 
—_— 
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' where Eliſba prophecied in a time in % A 


, the Lord would make windows is hea- 


of Opportunity. 15 
offcartity, Thus faith the Lord, to 
ub rrom about this time ſhall a meaſure 
of fine flowte be ſold for a Shekel, and 
o meal) ures of bat 77 Jor a ſhekel in 
Hhe gate of Samarid ; then a Lord bn 
who/e band the King lcantd, anſwered 
the nan of God, and ſaid, Behold, If 


ven, might thit thing be? and he ſ1:d, 
Fehol4 Thon ſhalt ſee it with thine vyes 
bat (halt not eat thereof: And fee this . 
verified. And the King pave the 
Lord, on whoſe hand he leaned, the 
charge of the gate, and the people trod 
upon him in the gate, and be dyed as 
the man of God had ſuid. He leeththe 
plenty for conviction of his unbe- 
lief, but he dyeth and taſtes it not 
as a puiiſhment of his unbeſiefe. 
2 Sometimes an opportunity 
of repentance, and ſo kr; 
pardon is given to a man whitÞh' it 
he neglett, he may ne ver have the 
like again - Such au opportunity | 
Hon: G4 Tudas 


- ©. LN, 
. * ; AR 
4 8 1 992 
. . _ 7 


Mat. 26. 21. 
24» 


— 
i 


Ab, What an opportunity hadſt 


The Gale 


Fudas had: Judas had conceived a a 


plot in the womb of his intention 
tobetray Jelus Chriſt, and form'd 
it up into a conſpiracy with the 
Phariſees to deliver him to them 
yet Jeſus Chriſt gives him an 
opportunity once more to repent 
and recall himſelf before 1t be too 
late ; Verily I ſay unto you, one of you 
(ball betray me, He that dippeth bis 
hand with me in the diſh,the ſame ſhal 
betray me. The Son of man gotth, as 
it is written, but woe unto that man 
by whom the Son of man is betrayed, 
it had been good for that man if he 
had not been borne. 

Ah J«das! What a thunderclap 
is here ſent from heaven to awake 
thee? what a warning piece goeth 
off to ſcare thy ſoul out of ſin? 
Twa3 a providerice thou ſhouldſt 
fit-at table once more with Chriſt, 


to heare ſomething fall from his 


lips that might melt thy heart; 


thou 
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of Opportunity. 


thou now put into thine hand, 9 
repent, and retract thy parpaly 
for the Lord eſus doth diſcover 
bis ſin, and doth diſſwade him 
from his ſin. | 
x He doth - diſcover the 
Sin, 
But not the perſon, yet. | 
I ſay, He doth diſcover the ſin 
[ one of jou ſbal betray e] the Lord 
Jeſus. diſcovers the ſin that he 
might reco vet the ſinner, He 
ſhewed bim his fin, that he might 
not fin, he ſhewed him bis fin 
before hand,that he might not fin 
underhand : he did ſtrike the fin 
that he might open à veine of 
confeſſion in Judas, and make him 
bleed. kindly : Ah What an op- 
portunity was here for to 
confeſſe and be forgive, 
2 But he doth not diſcover the 
perſon. yet: he doth not name 
him that he might not ſhame him 
be opens the in hehe 
On, 


Garbe Cale 


fon, chat ke tnt ht thaw H and 
not varden Yi : that he might 
winne hi t not ikritate and 
provoke” v: Jeſus is yet tender 


of his credit, how much thore vE 
his ſouls what at heavenly dew 
of opportunity drops it ſelf upon 
Judas to thidfyRen hisheart”? 

In D an oppor- 
tunity haſt thou (O dinner) to 
fe 'when” 60 ſtall 'reprove 
ſectet Adulterles, and f uſt 
ige, And HyPOotific fa a 
Setrni 00 not difcever yet? 

"He deth giſfwade bim from his 
fir te arguments. 
By Love and Terrogit ; 

21 By Love, He that dippeth bis 
bing! with a iu tbe diſh; he Jame 
ſpall botruy ne which wördt were 
not ſpoken to diſcbver Jada by 
eus figne, but to a his — 
49 If he men lay, n enen 
mtmdflef ene bf tiny familiar 
filends, that eats of he! ah difh 

with 


JMI - 1994 


7 Oppbvrnnit ty. 


Wich methaſl betray me. 75 

And here Chriſt Tadekvours to 
trielt the heart of 22 and cauſe 
him x0 fotbeare, by an argument 
fetcht from all the kindnelle and 
intimacy that had been ſo Jo 
between therh : What, my friend 
ty familiar? who. Joth not on 


eat bf the lame diſh pts ms, l 
he betray mes Will 15 t ha at 
hath bee with me in t Is. ame 
dict, dip and hen ſelle 5 | 
Cre A coldur i in my blood? he 
diſſwades him by love, by the a 
of love And frien tip DP. 


fir at the fame Tabfe with me, 


a He diffwades him by Terror: we GR my 


The. Son of man goes gs i is. 
F bm, hut woe . unto that max 
who Ie Son of man 15 betrays 
0 for that u e 


e 7775 1 WE 


"way ge 
n 


*whitſtherhteater fo 
e Judas: 


The Gale 


Judas: woe mito that man by whom 
the Son of man is betrayed. 

2 He doth not yet unmask and 
diſcloſe Judas : : he carries the per- 
ſon yet in the clouds, hedoth not 
as yet lay individu, Woe to thee 
O J=das; but ſpeaks ſtil] in the 
generall, Woe ts that man by whom 
the Son of man is betraied the indi- 
vidual di iſcovery of Juda: comes in 
afterwards, and here Jeſus Chriſt 
wo with this threatning wa y- 
lay Judas, to make bim freirea t, 
1 * (b) ſeeking his ſalvation, . bad 
nde, uon vice» Deen good for that man if he. had not 
due gam de" heen born as if he had ſaid, if no- 
A ede thingelſe yet will, if nothing that 
i cap,26.Mat- hath been (aid, yet can recall the 
. Traytor from his purpoſe of fin- 
: | ning. yet let this one thing be- 
k him, and turne his heart 
quite about, his own ſafet ie, his 
own fearfull condition, which wil 
follow upon his fin, let that put a 
1 to bis progreſſe: Woe unto that 


man 


— 


— 


man by whom the Son of man is be- 


preſently ſhut againſt him, and he 


| faid unto Lot, whom baſt thou jet 


UMI - 1994 


r 
0 Op Po unity. 


trayed, it had been good for that man 
if be had not been borne. 

Here the door of opportunity 
ſtood open to Judas, and Jeſus 
Chriſt ſtood in the door to invite 
Judas, but he had not an heart to 
goe in, and the opportunity was 


never had the like again: he goes 
a way, & becomes his own Execu- 
tioner; Judat betrayes Chriſt, and 
after betraies himſelf, when Chriſt 
called him, he would not repent 
kin dly, and now he meets with an 
unkind repentance that Swalows 
him up in the gulp h of deſpaire. 
3 A man may have an opportu- 
nity given him to fave his life, aud 
ſo by conſequent to fave his ſoul, 
which if he neglects he may pever 
have the like again. I wil give you. _ 
two ſad inſtances, the one is Lafs Seng. By 


” A 4x4 r 25 14. we 3 
children in Sodome: Ther the Www 


here, 


The Gals) + 


here, either ſan in Lam, or thy ſons on 


thy daughters, er. mhatſoruer than hei 


in the City, bring it ous of this place 


fer we will prop this place, becauſe 
the cny of them it great before the 


Lotd, and the Lord bath ſent us to de- 
ſtroxit. _ | 

The Saints are ſo neer to God, 
that he wil ſava thoſe that are neer 
to them, for their ſakes ; God 
wauld be a friend to Lots friends, 
a father to his children. Ard. Lot 
went: opt and, ſpaks unto. by ſont in 
law which marnied bis Daugbter r, and 
ſaid, Vp, get yee aut of this place, for 
the Lord will deſtroy this City: Be- 
hold bere's their opportunity lan 
opportunity to ſave their lives 
from fire and brimſtone, and for 
ought I know, their ſoules from 
the fixe of hell; O golden oppor- 
tunity! for a mans life is his:trea- 
ſure, an opportunity to ſave ones 
lle ĩs the life of all opportunities, 
and theretore poare Lot gocth to 


them 
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them, Grace doth not extingd na- 
mee: he flyeth upon wings of love 
to them, and tels them, he warnes 
them like a Prophet,and beſpeaks 
them like a Father: but what fay 
they ? he ſeemed as one 995 mocked 
to bis (ons in Lam; and 9 he leaves 
them, for bis time was ſhort, and 
now their opportunity is gon 
and they ate gone too: Farewel 
| now, you ste all dead men and 
| women: God. firſt raines down 
the golden drops of opportunity 
upon the to ſave their lives, 
wbich they neglect, and preſent. 
ly he rains downe ſhowres of fire 
and brimſtone on them, and takes 
| away their lives. 
Another inſtance is 45a in the 1 Kings 32,4, 
| ficltof the Kings, it thou goe with 5," ©17-O ᷑ 
me to haftel to Ramoth Gilead? aud ; : 
Jeboſhaphat [:id to the King of Iſrael, 
I ata a5 than art, iy people as thy peo. 
ple, my harſec.ar thy harſes, and Je, 
hoſhaphat : ſaid, une the King of 
$77” 27" 


EL 


— 
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Iſrael enquire I pray thee at the word 


of the Lord to day, And Jehoſha- 
phat ſaid is there not here 4 
Prophet of the Lord beſides, that we 
might enquire of him? And the King 
of Iſrael ſaid wnto ſeboſbaphat, there is 
jet one mam Michaiah the Son of Im. 
lah, by whom we may ex 1 4 the 
Lord, but Thate him, for he doth not 
propbecie good concerning me, but e- 
vil: And Jehoſhaphat ſaid, let not the 
King ſay ſo, And he ſaid, Iſam all I. 
rael ſcattered upon the hills as ſheep 
that have not a ſheapheard, and the 
Lord ſaid theſe have no Maiter, let 
them returne every man to his houſe 
in peace: And Michaiah ſaid, if 
| thou returne at all in peace, the Lord 
hath not ſpoken by me. 


Here was his opportunity to- 


ſaye his life: but goe he will, bis 
opportunity expires, and his life 
too, for he never returnes alive a- 
gaine, for a certain man drew a Bow 
at a venture, and ſmote the. King of 

. Iſrael 
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Iſrael between the * of. 1 Verl. 34. 
nes, wherefore he ſaid unto the driver 
of his Chariot, Turne thine hand and 
carry me ont | of the Hoſt, for I an 
wounded, 

[A certain min drew a bow at 
a venture] the man ſhot the Ar- 
row, but God aimed it: the man 
ſhot at a venture, but God leveld 
it at 4hab : the man ſhot at he 
knew not who, but 4hab in the 
whole Army was Gods marks» 
man; Carry me away ſaith Abab out 
of the Ho Hoſt for I am wounded : Oh 
Ababz What thinkeſt thou now of 
Gods opportunities! What ſaiſt 
thou now of Micaiabs word: ꝰ I ans 
wounded ; faith Abab, I beleeve 
thee, and the loſle of thine oppor- 
tunity wounds thee more:there's 
death wounds in thy Soul, as well 


as in thy body. 
4 When — byp Xcrite hs.” nor 
obey Gods expreſſe command, he. 


may loſe his heart, and his dee 
D ning 


— 


Nam. 27+ I2. 


pi wWrever afterg 
Ae 


1 CO en 
when a 
n better then Cods 
dd deaveb him to his 


command, 


ſih: When u Man gives up himſeff 


to a luſt, God finds a time to 
4 — and fers hie a going 


He Opens the fluces, and 


Puls down the de enk mat the 
mans luſt may run in 510 frre, 
abd nate nothing to checke it. 

Sitner! God will one time or 
other try thee fectetly, witha 
caltitfp &'thinand , à command 


thar hal have the caſting vol 


and there's thine opportuni 
make or tnarr thy ſelfe for _ 


| 


- The 'Glifle of Blau- Rory | 


will ſrew you the face of this 
truth im it,. chen Ning Bala ſent 
tor Ba/44 to cutſe the people 1/- 


rael, God denyes him lvetogb. 
he ſets his 3 before him, 
Thou ſhalt not go with them ion ſbali 


not curſe the people, for they ere bleſſed 
Here $ Bal tam s ' opporeutity : 


: the 


com- I 3 


og X > 


s NN 


Ne 
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af Qpportunity. 
command ĩs fer before him to try 
him, and Halaam ſlands now upon 
the turning point, But What's the 
iſſue? When, the Meſſengers 
came again, Bala ſolicits, God 
againe for leave to goe, Balach 
promiſes him tranſcendent and 
high rewards, and they ſeal a deep 
im preſſion upon the ſaft wax. of 
his coyetous heart, he ĩs upon the 
wing to be gone, and what then? 
G9qd.now in judgment gives bim 
leave to goe; God came unto Bala: 


goe with them. | 
But how can thefe (tand toge- 
ther? in the 12 verſe God ſaid an · 
to Balaam, Thou. (halt nat goe with 
them+ But in the 20. Verſe, If the 
men come to call thee, riſe up and gae 
with them ʒ W by did God bid him 
what before he did forbid himꝰ At 
the firſttime, when he told him, 
Thou ſhalt not gae with tbem; God 
1 ſhewWed 


7 0 4 * g * 
EW 8 
. ** * 


am at night, and ſaid unto lim, IF vell. 10, 
the man come ta call thee, riſenp and 


The Gale 


ſhewed him the will of his appro» 
bation, but when at the ſecond 
time God ſaid to him, Riſe up, and 
goe with them, twas a command 
with indignation. 

Some things God permits with 
indignation, not for that he gives 
leave to the act, but that he gives 
a man over to his fin in the act, 
This ſufferance implyes not fa- 
vour, but judgement: God never 
liked Balaams Journey, he diſplea- 
ſedly gives way to it. 

And now Balaam thine oppor- 
tunity is loſt, and thou a loſt man: 
God will now give thee up to 
thine own heart; Balaam after 
this grows worſe and worſe ; his 


heart is given up and hardned, 


tis ſteept in ſottiſhneſle, for an 
Angel ſtops him with a drawn 
{word in the way, yet he hath a 
minde togoe, his Aſſe doth by 


miracle ſpeak, and yet he hath a 
minde to goe, ah Balaarm! where's |. 


thine 


Umm  —_ Y' 
UG 
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of Opportunity, 
thine underſtanding ? I ſee now 
thou art a gone man,forthine Aﬀe 
is wiſer then his Rider, the Aſſe 
becomes rational, Balaam becomes 
brutiſh, when men repel! Gods 
opportunities they become more 
brutiſh then the beaſts. 

5 A man may by one ſhort act 
of fin bring a long curſe upon 
himſelfe and his poſterity: As Ham 
when he ſaw his Father Noah 
drank, and uncovered. in his 
Tent, Ah what an opportunity 
loſt he now? had he veiled his 
fathers nakedneſſe, and thrown a 
cloud over 1t, he had received a 
bleſſing: but he goeth and pro- 
claims it to his bre thren, and they 
doe what he ſhould have done; 
they covered their Fathers na- 
kedneſſe, and would not turn 
their eyes to ſee it. ind Noah awoke 


from his wine, and knew what his 


younger ſon had done unto him, and 
he ſaid, Curſed is Canaan, 4 ſervant 


D 3 of 


un " 


Gen-9,34,37 
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yo 
unt, ſhulll he he untb hi, Bro. 
"NEE" Ane Fans 10 80 
eee, (as Gods mouth) cierh 
* a ; dope 025 0 the fa. 
ſed Dei, ime thers ſin ; although Tome thitike 
% bois CO) that can firſt faw Ni hu. 
quam ultionis ked, and detiding bim alone, 
— wig Ferus called his father to bear him com · 
7 0 pany in thatcontempt; Hete Ham 
ſhum ejuſdem ur fed in his fon Canzan, and A 
1 2 "2 curſe entailed not only ti Clirauy, 
ipſam og but to his poſtertey, Noah prophe- 
deem ti. cies a Tong ſeries, and Heile of 
3 curſes upon cunkan dd bis chil- 
; dren: he makes the curſe heredi- 
tary co the name and nation ofthe 
cm¹ν⅛e, fag "2 Aſeivain of 
ſer vnn ſhall be be unto his brethren, 
thit is, he vileſtſeryant* "forthe 
Hebrew e expraſſe the fuperlative 
degree by fucha duplicatfon, as 
{Tvwhity of vanities) thats Kio, 
wane, a Tiong of Ange a Hiöſt 
excellent ſong: So here, A e 
fe rdants, thit is, thevileft er- 


vant: . 
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Verſe 10. 


I'3, 
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: ark phe word [now wow would 


55 . do wore 5 


45 amuel came not 755 | 


le were ſc ſe, attered fr om im 
ee e 2 


be hi gb. t be 
Samuel! had 1 Pu? y ſeven 
dayes in Gilga till hie ding ; fix 


dayes heſtayeth, and part'of the 
ſeaventh, he had bur a little paſt 
of a day to expect lo $ 


impatience will not give bim 
leave, for he offereth Sacrifice be- 


fore Samuel 8 and he had no 
ſooner offered ſacrifice but Samuel 


came; . ſoon 45 be had made an 


end of offering the burnt offering 
_ Ane uel came, and Af bin 


dome foobſhly, for nom, 
the 


s 630 0 of obedienee now, would 
: have given thee a1a 

4 this minute of time would have 
a got thee a Crown: ſearce is Saul 
: warme in his Kingdome —— 
14 — loſt ithow neer may 


; wife Cv 
E Jl janet Eo ? 
Thou? walt Within an inch of a 


1 withims Haires breadth 

4n* ebnen Banden Sau! 
fork till the and then 
| 2 4— alle all 


his 
wat 0 this e aud = 
s. becauſe! 


þ 

| though obedi- 
| ene a 

| there is: e God, pr 
ſeaſon of obedience; herrin he 


bleſſeth: all the other acts of ohe. 
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watt en Ez ee ave: the 
to ride im te to hea 

ven M his oach brbrightChari- 
ot, fach he to Elba, Ark whit T 


Thall Ao for thre before Plauen 
row Pheh, and _ | ſaid; 1 88 
3 
12 * 


' let a owble*por 

on ane; Faith | 

bard i hing revert Bae: 97 o 125 
me when 14 e rom thts it all 


pf ſo 9 80 N fer my 
beſo - Mell came to 
went on, aud dalle 12 fot 
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ſome breathings of the ſpirit to 


blow upthy cold heart into, holy 


heats and deſires ; ſome coruſca- 
tions and beams of the ſpirit to 
enlighten thee, ſome joggings and 


provokings to heavenly. minded- 


neſſe, ſome ſtrengthnings of the 
ſpirit agaioſt a luſt proffered thee, 
Which if you put off it may be 
thou wilt never have the like 


ſt upon the company and fru- 
ition of ſuch a precious and fruit- 
full Chriſtian, ſuch an experien- 
ced Chriſtizn, that he ſha]} hard- 
wee wich a 

all bis deyes: Ab. ! vom how 
BE * ſhouldſt 


h a one againe in 
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= Opportunity. 
ſhouldſt thou improve his graces 
whileſt thou haſt bim? 1 yo 
ſhouldſt thou ſuck experiences 
from him? How foon he may be 
removed from thee, orthou from 
him, thou knoweſt not: provi- 
dencethat lends theehim and his 
graces for a while, may carry him 
from thee to another place; and 
then thou looſeſt thou knoweſt 
not what; Ahl how will the loſſe 
of ſuch an opportunity afterward 
damp the ſpirit / * 
Thus Felix, whilſt Paul was in 
priſon, enjoyed a rich opportunt- 
ty; he had a rich Jewel in the 
Casket of opportunity; Ah what 
an improvement might Felix have 
made of Paul all that time? he had 
been happy Felix then; Some- 
times he ſent for Paul and heard 
him reaſon of tighteouſneſſe, tem 
erance and judgement to come 
ut be might have had mort of 
Paw; company if he would; he 
knew 


#5 
ye; j Y . * 


Abe Gee 
knew. not What a price h had in 
bis hand bite Pad Pant in his 
cuſtady; hut he loſt his oppor- 
tunity, for, withia two years he 
was removed, and never enjoyed 
ſuch an opportunity again. And 
thus I have done with the firſt 


Secondly, . There are Qppor- 
tunitics of doing good, which if 
we neglect we may neyer have 
the like again. ME 

1. When you are. travelling, 
and fall in upon the way with a 
man you never ſaw before, and a 
.thouſand to one never ſhall ſee a- 
gain 3 here an opportunity for 
thee to doe his ſoul good, to drop 
heaven into his ſoul; which ſea- 
ſon thou maiſt never have again 
to ſeaſon him with a word of 
grace: Thus philip falling ia with 
the fFunuch whilſt he was riding 
on his way homeward from Jer 
Jalem, cloſed with him, and'prea- 


ched 


1 
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K 2 | 


ched*Obrift unes Wasan 
iuſtfimnent eo ved foule pf 7” 
him hom he fie vet ſaw _— 
nor. eber after favs 

2. When Marten ef 


for a time, it u beat oneyean, 
thou att Gone bene 


and oppor adde. — 
which thou tr 


= Time will ſtrip thee of thy 
Sof Authority; thou maiſt 
1 26% 6 thy lde betprochowlaiſt 
d&wh thy Offices iFnbe, ydtan- 
M Offices expire, : and Call eff 
A cheimſelves, and when thine 
ache ey 4s göne, thy vpppttu- 
1005 ne: ek an that hath 
or a ſafe in his hand, Af 
His ſtaffe be wrencht out of his 
hand, he harh/loft uit opportuni- 
ty to foile bis 8 ſo. it ĩs 
when the ſtaffe ef edvketity is 
atted ont of th band unto ano. 
xr, thy ti oe 
whilſt he wus in Office 
Was 


* 


— 
= . 4 * 
AT | ö 
38 : 
= 
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Ad. 24. 27. 


4 74 


was married unto a gallant op- 


n Paul out of 
riſon, but he did not husband 


ind pond and he was di- 
ofced from it for ever, for ſaith 
the Text; after two. years Portius 
Feſtas came into Felix room, and 
Felix willing toſhew the Jewes a 
pleaſure leſt aa bound. 
3 So when a man is dying, 
upon his: death. bed, there you 
have an opportunity to doe his 
ſoul good, which you ſhall never 


Save again: Thus Chriſt dropt in 


and good counſell into the 


| thiefe upon the Croſſe, the Croſſe 


was his death-bed, which had it 
Been omitted, thethiefs ſoul had 
been loſt within a few howres for 
ever, and the opportunity gone 
too. - 11511931 7 

4 So when a friend is in afflicti. 
on,then thou haſtan opportunit y 
to ſtrike whilſt the iron is hot, co 
humble him while he is humbled; 


to 
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of Opportunity. 
to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to him 
while his heart is ſeaſoning and 
melting: as the Jewes and thoſe | 
eaſterne people doe plough and 
ſow their ground when the for- 
mer raine hath ſoftned it, Ab! 
Sow then (for now is the oppor- 
tunity) I ſay, ſow the ſeed of in- 
ſtruction upon à ſinners heart, 
while the former or latter raine of 
affliction fals upon him, jit is a 
ſoftning time; a melting time 3 
whilet eraine drops, the earth 
is ſoft: He that made a ſcorne of 
godlineſle before, will the n be of 
another minde; and hear counſell 
then ifever he will hear i Its. > 4543 
5 So when a godly man is by 
providence caſt into a family;. he 
hath an opportunity to diſtill 
ſhowres and drop divine influen+ 
ces, whilft (likea-ſtary he 15 fixed 
there, which if he omits, he may 
never have the like againe: thus 
fans, being in the Jaylors family 
22 E preacht 


— 


"> ” 
ww 


43 


AMA. 16. 34. 


2 Tim 4. 2,3+ 


The Gate 


preacht the Goſpel to him, and 
to his houſbald, and he believed 


in God(laith the Text) with all 
bis houſhold- 
56 SQ wheaa Miniſter hath in- 
tereſt in the: hearts af a people, 
let him improve it, and look to it, 
for he knows not how ſoon the 
tide may turn, and he never have 
the like oppurtuoity againe. 
7 Rich men,; Lou that are in 
proſperity and have your ſayles 
fd - with gales, of wealth, you 
have opportunities to honor God 
which athers have not, and which 
if you neglect you may ſuddeniy 
never havt the like againe. 
1 You have Wherewith to 
maintain and encourage the Goſ. 
pel, ta give to the Saints; and 
troly it is the higheſt advance of 
riches, to make riches an inſtru- 
ment to advance religiop Oh then 
honour God with thy ſubſtance, 
lay out for God and his Goſpel, 
| leaſt 
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Cd woe bs 
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of Opportunity. , 
leaſt the Lord, thou knoweſt not 
How ſoon; fend 4 Northi · wind to 
blow upon thee. and freez up thy 
wealthand then thou maiſt never 
have che ke tide ef opportunity 
againe. wr We bade greater 
opportutiies Bering the 
word, and praying in your ſecret 
clofers, the po r men have, who 
live —— — Os 

maybe prayin £po0o 
— bY rnb ano tor ref Ning 
yow: may be meditating , wilt 
theymuſt be getting [their bread. 
tuen you, rieh ones, fee pobr 
men that are neceſſitæ ted to Work 
hard for a meatie living, more 
lively, moro frequent and a bun- 
dunt in duties theft your ſelves 

are, know new you walke not b 
rule hrremuch is given, much 
is required ; and to hem God 


hath gives much, of them he asks 
the more WHO ate Happier, then 
that are in the Kit ci, or they 

| E 2 that 


I» P 
= 


I' be Gale 


that attend upon the Prince? 
Ab, you rich and great per ſons / 
this is a high favour and tranſcen- 
dent honour, that God hath freed 
you from inferiour drudgery, to 
imploy you in more noble ſervices 
in the Court, while others muſt 
ſerve their occaſions; you that 
have fulneſle of the world, you 
have fulneſſe of time to in joy the 
Kings preſence-, and wait upon 
Chriſts perſon in boly duties, and 
therefore know that you ſhould 
be more with God then others 
Holineſſe is your trade, and ydut 
cloſets are your ſhops, and every 
day 15 a Sabbath day to you: Take 


your opportunities: that may be 


enough for one which is too little 
for another 3 where God gives 
much opportunities,they muſt do 
much for God. r nt 
8 Aman may have an oppor- 
tunity to ſuffer for Chriſt, hic 
if he negelct he may never have 
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the like again: To ſuffer for Chriſt 
is honorable, God will not put this 
honour upon every one, he puts 
this honour upon his veſſels of 
honor: he gives grace to a man, 
and caſts him into a veſſel of ſilver 
or gold, and then throws him into 
the fire to melt, and ſuffer for his 
name: The mettal of that Chriſtian 
muſtbe ſilver or gold that canſuffer 
for Chriſt :a veſſel of wood, throw 
him into the fire, his hoops will 
fly off, he will breake aſſunder, & 
never hold out. The three chil- 
dren that were caſt into the fiery 
furnace, what glorious mould and 
mettal were they made of > Had 
they not taken the oportunity to 
ſuffer for God, they might never 


have met with ſuch a one againe. 


1 For what a aan fame 
and glory of God did their ſuffer- 
ings ſcatter over all the world? 
God is acknowledged and adored 


by Nabuchadvexxar, a. Decree is 


3 made 


2510 


"46 


made thet<yery People, Nation, 
and Language which ſpeak amifs 
againſt the God of Shadrach, Meſh- 
ach and Abegnego, ſhall be cut in 

Dun 3.28, 29. pigces: Ihn Nebucbadnetzar ſpake 
aud ſaid, bleſſed he the God of S ba- 

drach tMeſhach and Abednego, who 

bath ſent hir Ange! and delivered his 

ernants thet truſted in bim and 
bave changed the Kings! word, and 
yeelded their bodies, that they might 
wot ſerve nar wor/hip any Gad, except 
tbeir ama God. Therefore I make a 
Necree that cwery Peaple, Nation or 
Language, Fhich ſpeak any thing a- 
*#1{e egaiuſi the Gad af Shadrach, 
Mefbach and 4hednegs, fball be cut in 
pieces, and their bonuſes ſhall be made 
4 dung bill, beoguſe there is no other 
God that cen deliven after this ſort 1 
Here Gods glory ſhines out of 
their fufferings, even enemies ac- 
knowledge none like -1/raels 


Here they found a moſt gl ori- 
: | ous 


TCT 


of Opportunity. 
ous opportunity to honour God, 
which it they had loſt, they might 
never have had the like againe; 
had they loſt this oport unity God 
had loſt his glory. 
2 TJo honour themfelves - 
for 
x They were no ſooner mi the 
fire, but they met with Jefus Chyiſt 
there: Then Nebuchadnezzar the 
King was 4itonied, and roſe up in 
haſte, and ſpake and ſaid unto his 
Counſellors, Did not w: caii three men 
bound into the midſt of the fire? they 
ered and ſaid unto the King, 
True O King : He anſwered and ſaid, 
Lo, I ſee four men loofe walking' in 
the midſt of the fire, and they baue no 
hart, and the forme of the fourth ir 
like the Son of Cod. They were 
but three that were caſt into the 
fire, but Nebnchadnezzar ſa four 
there; And the forme of the 
Fourth was like the Son of God: 
Whether it were eſur Chriſt the 
4 natu- 
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Dan, 3.2 4,256 


Verſe 28. 


Job 1. 6. 


Mai. 43. 3, 


The 8% 
naturall Son of God, or an Angel, 
who. are called the Sons of God, 


here was a great honour; the 


Angels of the Lord are preſent 


with the Saints in their ſufferings, 


and Jeſws Cbr.ſt is preſent with the 
Saints in their ſufferings: When 
thou paſſes? through the waters I will 
be with thee, and through the Rivers 
they (ball not overflow thee, when thou 
walkeſ through the fire thou ſhalt not 
be burnt nei iher ſhall the flame kindle 
on hee: Angels company and 
Chriſts company is a wondrous 
honour : We count it a great ho- 
nour to have Princes to be our 
companion; the Saints in their 
ſufferings have Princes for their 
companions; Jeſus Chriit and his 
Angels: and thy ſuffering time is 
the opportunity to enjoy the 
company - of theſe Princes and 
great ones. 

2 [t was an den * 
that God ſhould work ſuch a no- 
ble 
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ble mĩracle for them, as to ſtop the wy 
mouth of the ſire, that it could not 0 
burn them; And the Princes, Go- 
vernonrs and Captains, and the Kings 
Counſellors being gathered together. 
faw theſe men upon whoſe bodies the 


fire had no power, nor was an hair of (e) Impoſſibile 


their heads ſinged, neither were their lt ria per- 
coats changed, nor the ſmell of fire had an _ 
paſſed on them : Ah wonderfull ! SO temporis ful © 
did God honour his ſervants : the /ujeftis/epera- 
fire (till retained its property of hs N 
— and yet could not burn Mum ws 1 
them: the power and (e) property , ene e- ©» 
of burning was —— — I 
the fire, for then it had been no Hm a Do 


miracle; what mĩracle ĩs ĩt for that . wth 
thing not to burne which cannot r fr ex 


burne? The miracle therefore did len nm wrere, 


que non poſſit 


not conſiſt a taking away the na- e - 
turall power of burning from the «go in vollenda © 
fire, but in this that when the fire 1 it 
had the greateſt heat and power alem cane 4 
of burning, yet it could not burn #« ſed in co 


them: The fire had its full power us mung 
| and 1 


eie Babi» and to bum, but could 
| 2 2 not exerciſe it ! what an honour 


diviainuimpe: WAS It to walke ſafe in the midſt 
| dis, neſe ext- of the fire 2 How did God magni- 
— 42 fy them, that they ſhould be in the 
n abſumens fire and yet be ſafe ſrom the fire ? 
| 99. the fire doth not k il them but kiſe 
Fehn. them ; the fire doth not conſume 
Kecker did. them, but court them; & denies it 

| lelfe, to give them courteous en- 
tertainment: they walke in the 
fire as in a pleaſant aire ; what ho- 
nours are theſe put upon poor 
creatures / they were bound hand 
aud foot, when they were caſt in- 
tothe fire,, and yet Nebchadnez- 
var ſees them walk, the fire had 
heat to burn their bonds, but not 
power to touch their bodies: Had 
they miſt this oportunity of ſuffe- 
ring they had miſsed of this honor 

3 Their ſuffering was the 
Churches bonour and advantage: 

it wom great reſpe & and honour 
to the Jewiſh Church and Religi- 


no 
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on: Nebuchednezzer makes a De- 
cree that no people ſhal ſpeak any 
thing awmiſle ot the God of - 
drach Meſhach and Abednego 5 Now 
their God comes into 
with the King himſelfe, and their 
deliverance flying abroad 2 
the wing of fame, makes their 
God famous, and their Religion 
famous & their people the Jews 
s. How many taunts and 
deriſions caſt daily at the Jewes 
for their warſhip, were ſuppreſſed 
by the feverity of this Law? 
Without doubt this Decree was 
of ſpeciall uſe for the comfort of 
the ſewes, they had a ſweet,calm, 
and Halcion timeof peaceand fe- 


renity upon it; Ah! what honor 
and advantage brought they to 
the Church by taking this oppor» 
 tunity of ſuffering > 

4 And did not their ſufferin 
and their deliverance ( think ye 
ſtrepgthen the weak faith of their 
diſtreſſed _ 


8 the beſt preaching, I ſay alſo, to 


diſtreſſed brethren the poor Jews, 
Did it not inſpire them with co- 
rage, and root them deeper in the 
love of their Religion? How ma- 
ny. Heathens.. and Chgldeans might 
this great miracle of deliverance 
work home to the true God?Sure: 
ly Nebuchadnezzars Decree made 
the learning of God famous a- 
mong the Gentiles, a ſpeciall help 
to converſion ; as we may ſee in 
the three Magi, or wiſe men. 

Ah my beloved ! your ſuffer- 
10gs may be the converſion of 
others; How willing would we 
be to preach a Sermon if we knew 
it would be the converſion of 
ſome Soul; Let me tell you that 
thy ſuffering for Chriſt may be 
the beſt Sermon that ever thou 
preachedſt al thy life long, & win 
more upon ſouls, then all the Ser- 
mons thou didſt preach in all thy 
lite z as we ſay, that to live wel is 


ſuffer 
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J Opportuandy.”.. 
ſuffer well is the beſt p eachings 
To ſuffer for godlineſs is the'moſt 
powertull preaching of godlineſs. 
He that can ſuffer beſt for e 
cbriſt, is the beſt preacher of Jeſas 
C briſt: the beſt ſufferer is the beſt 
Preacher. ws - 4 25 PAR 
Ah you Saints t this way you 
may all be Preachers: ber JA 
lives preach, and let your fuffer- 
ings preach Jeſus Chriſt; looſe not 
your; opportunities of ſuffer- 
ing. | 01 Li use 
5 I am ſure alſo they will in- 
creaſe your future glory: every 
ſuffering will be a graine put into 
the ſcale of your heavenly glory, 
to make it moreweighty : For our 
light afflidbtion u ob is but for a mo. 
2 2 4 Jer more e- 
ceeding and eternal *weight of glory: 
Oh. be for oe Ses 
have fellowſhip with piſut Criſt 
in all his ſufferings; It is faid 
3. the Saints have grace fot 
5 grace 


NO: rRNA be content 
Ale ah , io _ _ 
10g wit Coriſs, you hall 
rg £9 glory wich him: if 
you have ſuffering for ſuffering, 
you ſhall alſo Rave glory for gio · 
ry with him; Ah then / Loofe 
pot aur opportunities: of ſuſſer. 
r Jeſus Chriſt z if you looſe 
5 opportunity - lafferiog, 
you. looſe 4 part. 
your, glory ; — glory in 
heaven will beſo much the * 


er. 

9 Tou chat are young m 
gh the twigs and — 
youth, you have bloſſomes oſ op- 

ortunities, grow on you, 
mich if you — a ſhall ne- 
ver have the like againe; There 
are aportunities that ate married 
tg yauth, which _ fever c 
never be united ua. 
ſtrength to. ſerve: Chr j which, 
* age hath * you bave Yer 
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no cares of the world in your 
heads to keep out Wee 
templations; you are yet {carce 
in the world, and therefore have 
not much of the world in you: Oh 
drinke in heaven, before you 
driuke in the cares of the warld 
into yourthoughts..c.. Fill your 
thoughts firſt wih God befare 
you fill them with the world: fill 
your Sayles wür the gales of 
Chriſt before rhey axe filled wth, 
the acxy vanities of the greatuie 
you, have a great deale of your 
time before, you, when old men 
haue their time hehind them, gon 
and paſt; and but a little of is left 
before them. 

10 So there is an opportuoi 
ſometimesta ſavea whale Charct 
which if we neglect we may never 
e again; Such an op- 

a came before Heſter ; 
Which (be. bad not Iock t it in 
alen, and, embraced it, allthe 


Jewes 


all the Jewes had been cut off at 
own blow by Hemans policy: He 
had got the Kings Decreethat the 
thing ſhould be done, it pleaſe 
the King let it be written that they 
may be deftroged, and the King wok 
his Ring from off his hand; and gave 
it unto Hamam, aud ſaid unto Ha man, 
the ſitver is given unto thee, the 72 
alſo to do 110 theme as it ſeemet 
to thee The fignet-Ring did re- 
' ſent the Kings authority and 
ime; and therefore when one 
ve his Ring to another; he gave 
is power over to him to do what 
he would in his name ; as Pharoah 
took his Ring off from his hand, 
and putit upon Wer: hand that 
Joſeph might in the Kings name 
igne Decrees as Viceroy of Ag ypt 
and Alexander when he was ſick 
and lay ſpeechleſſe, and ſaw no 
hopes of life, took his Riog from 
his fin and gave it to Perdiccas 
to f te Cas is thought that 
"was 


* 


of Opportunity. 
| *twas his mind that Perdiccas 
ſhonld ſucceed him : So Haman 
had got the Kings Ring to figne | 
the fatall Decree, And letters were Vetſe iz. 
ſent by poſt intb all the Kings Provin- 
ces to deſtroy, to kill and to canſe to find 
periſh all Jewet both young and old, 3 
little children and zom en in one day : 3 
here the poor Church was at a dead 
lift: Hamans teeming hopes were 
at the birth, nay (as it were) be- 
twixt the womb and the world ; 
and now heres an opportunity 
(now or never) to ſtep in and ſave 
the Church: Save Lord, now or . 
never, Heſter takes the opportu- 
| nity, Who knows ſaith Mordecai to Heſter 4. 14. 
| her, whether thou art come to the 
Kingdome' for ſuch a time as this? 
Such a time,whichcarries nothing 
but death in the womb of it: Such 
a time, wherein the Jews, as if all 
their necks had ſtood upon one 
ſhoulder, were deſtined to the 
blow- at this time Heſter ſtrangled” 
F the 
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the de ſigne, and ſaved the Church 
by tak ing the opportunĩty, which 
had ſhe neglected, a thouſand to 
one (ſhe her ſelfe had never 
eſcaped to have had the like 
againe. 

11 Sometimes there's an op- 


= portunity given to reforme and 


purge a Land, which if we neglect 
may never be given againe in our 
dayes, as you may ſee in Judges, the 
firſt and ſecond Chapter; inthe 
firſt Chapter there you ſhall find 
that the Children of Benjamin did 
wot drive out the Jebuſttes that inha- 
bited Jeruſalem, but the Jebuſttes did 
dwel with the children of Benjamin in 
Jeruſalem : Neither did Manwaſſeh 
drive out the inhabitants of Beth» 
(bean and ber townex, and 
neither did Ephraim drive ont the 
Cana anites that dacli'in Gezer : and 
neither did Zebulun drive aut the 
Inhabitants of Kitron, nor the Inha- 
bitanti of Nahalol, but the Canaan. 
Hes 


t 
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ites dwelt amang them, and became 
Tributaries, & what then? ſee Judg. 
2.1, 2,3« An Angel of the Lord came 
wp from Gilgal to Bochim end ſaid, 
I made you 10 go up out of Egypt, and 
have brought you into tbe Land which 
I ſware unte your Fathers; and I ſaid, 
I will never break my Covenant with 
jau and you ſhall make uo league with 
the Inhalſtants of this Laud.you ſhall 
tbrom down their Alters hut you haue 
nos obeyed my voice | you have not ap. 
prehended the ſeaſon and opportu. 
nity, what then? tis loſt in your 
dayes, and in your ſons dayes, for 
many generations ] For now I will 
not drive them out from before you : [ 


| have ſaid it; it is now paſt cure, 
but they ſball be as tharnes in your 
fees, and their gods ſball he à ſnare 


unto you, And when the Angel of the 


: Lord ſpake theſe words us all the 


children of Iſrael, the people lift up 


; their uoice, and mept, and they called 
' the nama of that place Bochin, t hat is 
; F2 Ms. eepers: 


£4 
N 


1 r = 
J 


—_— %. 


—*Wepers they wept ſo much, be- 
"eaſe they bad let ſhp their op- 
Portunity, but all their floods of 
teares could not bring back the 
opportunity again, nor turne the 
tide: I pray God this be not Exg- 
' lands caſe; time was when we had 
the opportunity to (deſtroy the 
Candanztes, Hereſie, Eerror, Pro- 
phaneneſſe out of the Land: but 
now the bird of oportunity is fled 
out of our hand ; She hath taken 
wing, is fled away and gone; and 
Tfeare me we ſhall not fee her a- 
paine in our dayes ʒ the Scepter of 
Jeſus Chriſt is the primum mobil: of 


all good government, fet him up, 


and his government right, and he 
will ſet States right)! this great 
wheel be ſet right, M che leſſer are 
like enough to geg wrong, Ah 
England I i of that Text 
3 thee, Beeauſe I would 
have purged thee, and thou waſt not 
parged, thou ſhalt not be purged from 


thy 


TI IRAT 47 


doth prize his Oxe or his Aſſe 


of Opportunity. 

lthineſſe | any more, till 7 
2 my fury to reſt upon 
thee.” | 

Let us now make application, 
And firſt then, 

Uſer 1. Neglect not your oppor- 
tunit ies of heaven, make the be ſt 
af your ſouls opportunities, looſe 
not opportunity ſora world: you 
have a world of opportunities, 
looſe not one opportunity 
tor àa world: O you that 
have ſouls to ſave, ſave your op- 
portunities: oh your ſouls / oh 
your ſouls / I am afraid of your 
ſouls | 

1 If you looſe your ſouls, we 
Miniſters dooſe all our labour, and 
Chriſt looſeth all his blood that 
he hat h ſhed for your ſoules, and 
what account can you give to 
God for ſo much coſt? Moſt of 
you doe not value your ſouls 
worth the ſaving : Many à man 


F 3 more 


Heb. 12, 17. 


more then-ſonfe men prize their 


ſauls. | 


2 The Devils have loſt their 
opportunities, will you not take 
warning by the Devils 2 f you 
will not take your opportunities 

ou will ſhortly be as jrrecovera- 
le as the Devils. TT 

3 Opportunities loſt cannot be 
bought againe for gold : As Abab 
could not buy Naboths Vineyard 
of him, Nabet# would take no mo- 
ney for it; fo opportunities loſt 
cannot be bought back again for 
money; if thou wouldſt bid never 
lo high for them, thou canſt not 
have them upon any price ; thou 
canſt not pray thine opportunities 
back againe, thou canſt not weep 
thine opportunities back again, 
as you may ſee by Eſau, he loſt his 
opportunity, and ben afterwardi 
he would hude iuberileci the bleſſing, 
hb Fold finde no place of repeni auc, 
though he ſought il with leur /: Jacob 


was 
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was no ſooner gone away, with 
the bleſſing, but 155 comes in 
with hope *. the bleſſing, the 
> { blefling _ gone but one 
| minute, and yet cannot be reco- 
\ | vexed. ot 
4 Every o ortunit thou loo- 
ſeſt Rho — — & worle ; 
thou art bad to day, if thou C 
this opportunity , thou ſhalt b 
\ | worſeto morrow- as Cain, G 
con verſed with him (as it were) 
to day, hy art thou wrothtwhyis 7 

 þ countenance fallen, if thou doe we 

ſhalt thou not be — . > and if thou 

doeſt not well fin lyeth at the door: 
but be was not bettered by this 
opportunity, and preſently he 
grew worſe upon it, for the next 

| thing he did was, be talked with his Verſe 8. 
| brother Abel and ſlew him. 

| 5 Salvation, which theſe, 0 
portunities carry in their 1 
is a tranſcendent birth, a 5 
of the firſt magnitude: who woul 
F 4 not 


MI - 1994 


0 Gen. 4. 6, 7+ 


L, 


Ie diuitiæ nec 
vere ſunt nec 
veſtre. 


& Joh. 17. 3. 


happy; 


The Gale 


not be ſaved? all things elſe are 
but ſhadows and trifles, to this re. 
ality called Salvation. 
Thoſe are the ſons of wiſedom 
that contend for ſubſtance, for 
God, for heaven: God is nota 
thing indifferent, and, Jeſas Chriſt, 
is no circumſtance: Honors, eaſe, 
worldly profits and pleaſures, all 
thele, theſis I fay, are in their na- 
ture things indifferent, and being 
compared and put in the ſcale 
with Chriſt, are leſſe then things 
indifferent, eyen toyes, dreames, 
loſſe, dung, meer nothings, at beſt 
but fading things, that paſſe away 
as a picture drawn upon the Ice, 
which ſoon yaniſheth : They are 
meer accidents, nay ſeparable ac- 
cidents, that may be taken from 
the ſubjet without its hurt, a 
man ur {pare them and yet be 
ut Cod is the Eſſence of 
the Soul, the eternal Entity of our 
bappineſſe, This is life eternall to 


know 
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know theetheonly true God and Jeſus 
Chrift whom thou haſt ſent. , + 

6 It may be (O Sinner)that art 
now in ttry ſins, it may bethis very 
day, even this particular Sermon, 
may be thy day, that if thou repent 
not at this very Sermon thou loo- 
ſeſt eternall life for ever. 

Thus Jeſus Chriſt ended the day 
of grace on the Scribes and Phari. 
{ces even in the very Sermon time 
whilſt Chriſt was preaching to 
them, they were delivered up to 
hardneſſe of heart. 

7 In a word, to paſſe by Jeſus 
Chriſt carrieth with it the moſt 
ſurpaſſing wrath : to diſreſpect 
the offer of mercy uſhers in 
the greateſt miſery. Hom ſhall we 
eſcape if we negle& ſo great ſalvation. 
That is, you ſhall not eſcape ſo, 
you ſhall not paſſe with an ordi- 
nary doome upon y ou: 

Sinners] opportunity attends 
you, Chriſt is yours if you'l have 


him 25 


Heb. 2. 3. 


him : the Lord Jeſus'is at your 
ſervice, if you will-imbrace him : 
God ſends up and 'downe the 
world to offer Salvation, hence 
that phraſe C ny ſalvation is gone 
forth ] Mercy waits on you, and 
kneels to you, and does obeyſance 
to your ſouls. 5 when ybu are run- 
ning frotmit, mercy runs after you 
to catch you and imbrace you; 
Ah 'how::long hath free grace 
ſtood at your doors, waiting your 
leiſure when you would let her in, 
yet ſhe cals and knocks 'againe, 
you may yet be ſaved, but if you 
will gor on ſtill , and diſreſpect 
mercy; it brings the greateſt miſe. 
ry; The greateſt ſeverity goes 
along with the Goſpel; greateſt 
ſeverity goes along with the grea- 
teſt mercy. er 1 

The Goſpel is the greateſt mer- 
cy that ever ſaluted the world, 
and there's; the greateſt ſeverity 
with the Goſpel that ever we 
| | wit 
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with any mercy into the world; 
Men ſhall be deeper in hel becauſe 
heaven was offered them, andthey 
would not ; All they ſuffer here 
is but typicall of the wrath to 
come; here they but ſip of the top 
of Gods cup, there they muſt drink 
the dregs, though 1t be eternity, to 
the bottome ; a Sonomite in Hell 
ſhall fare better then the refuſer of 
Jeſus Chriſt, See. Mat. 10. 14, 15- 
And nboſdever ſhall not receive-you, 
nor hear yout words, when you depart 
out of that houſe or Ciry, ſhake off the 
+ duft of your feet ʒ lerii I ſay un you 
it ſball be more tollerable for the land 
of Sodome and Gomorah in the 
Judges, then fur that City, Ts not 

ere the greateſt ſeverity with the 
greateſt mercyꝰ So againe, ia 
Mak. 11. 21, 22. Mue untu ther Coras 


⁊ in, woe unto thee Bethſadia, fur of 


the mighty works mhtch were dowe in 
been dans in Tyre and Sytlon, 

they would have repeated long ago - 
5 : SACK» 


: »%.. 1 f 
4 4% 1 


4. 
1 


> Sackeloath andalbess 5: but I ſay unto 
you, it 2 be more tallrrable for zyre 
Sydon at the day of Judgement 
— or you. Is not here the greateſt 
ſeverity going along with the 
greateſt mercy? > 

God can better bear any thing 
then the contempt of his free 
grace in the offers of me rey. 

More yet; -W hen the Goſpel 
began to be preached, ſaith the 
Text, Now 3s: ibe Axe layed to the 
root of the Tree ʒ Jeſus Chriſt comes 
with his Basket and his Axe, bis 
Basket to gather fruit, hi» Axe to 
cut downe the tree if it will not 
bear fruit; and is not here the 
greateſt ſeveri y with the greateſt 
mercy? If there were a ſword on 
Moſes thigh, there is an Axe in 
Chriſts hands Now 7s the Axe layd 
to the root of ibe tree Now i that is, 
— . — is Now, if you 


I 1 = — this ſnowij you are gone, 
ES | onght I can tell, you ate We 
I 0 


9 
a W 
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off preſent ly. Neglect not the pre- 
ſent [Now ] leaſt ye be cut off for 
ever. a 
8' Conſider fin is your diſho- aratth, . 10. 
nour ! ir doth(f)degrade you. The | 
velture ot mans nature is baſe and 2 
beggarly ſince it was patched % bc, quo 
with fin: It x debaſing of the „% Pes 
gold romarryit with any mettal may. 4 
of a courſer birth, fo tis a difho- — ex” 
nour to man to match his lden MX. 
nature (ſo God at firſt ng 11 ho- —1— 79 Y 
ly and righteous ) I fay, to match fur uber: 
thy golden nature to baſe-borne — 
droſſe, to low-borne fin, which 4H ae: 
derives it> pedigree from hell. 9 mix 
None but Feſxs Chriſt 1s a fit — 
match for the ſoule of man, take 22=4.8. 1. 500, 
the opportunity then, and make Cop 
choice of Jeſu: Chriſt Ef pouſe thy 
ſou] to him, & keep the kriage- 
knot in violate with him, 4. 
9 Come in quickly, take the 
opportunity to come in preſently 
to Jeſw Chriſt, leaſt your fins (bes 


fore 


c 


| The, Gele 
fare you are aware) rĩpen too faſt, 
and you be cut down you know 
not how ſoon. Sins (g) multiply; 
0 multiply int o 
y tke circles in a 
ponds one circle begets another, 


Tentumpezor 
- avis tits Hos 


; wg 
dem a pecca- great flames bred out of ſmall 
; — ſparks ot fin, how one ſin hatched 
alas a a greater; (in is like a whirlpool, 
eee which firſt ſucks in one part, and 
Anm then another, and never deſiſts 
nents ac reti untill it draws in and plungeth 
oni — the whole body. q 

Tocceim,ad 10, A man may, performe 
ö ome) 8 duties of Religion after his day of 
grace is ſet upon him. Youthink 
that as long as a man performes 
duties, and doth many good 
things, his day of grace is not paſt; 


My 
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My beloved, obſerve me, a man 
may come to Church, pet forme 
religious duties, doe many good 
things, have many meltings upon 
bis heart, after his day of grace is 
paſt & gon: as Sax! went on in du- 
ties of Religion as wel aftet Samuel 
had pronounced the Lords doom 
upon him as before; how many 
times was he offering ſacrafice to 
the Lord, after the rache had 
told him that he was a. man re- 
jeted? how many good ſpeeches 
came from him? what meltings 
ſometime fell in upon his foule ? 
as if there were hopes of him, and 
yet a loſt man, his opportunities 
were paſt ; cloſe then, cloſe pre- 
ſently with the opportuaities of 
Jeſus Chriſt, bo 

Uſe 2. My ſecond Uſe ſhall be 
to ſet out unto you the excellen- 
cy and Majeſty of Gods opportu- 
nities, that you may ſtand in awe 
and reverence of them, and by no 
means 


- Myfteria te- 
|  menda, 


* IT 5 4 
TE, - 
* 
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means flight them or negle& 
them: Myſteries are dreadfull, 
we honour them; There are myſte- 
ries in Gods opportunities. My be- 
loved, there are theſe three cha- 
raters of myſterie and excellency 
engtaven upon Gods opportunt- 
ties ; It may be ſome may think 
of and adde more, but 1 at preſent 
obſerve three characters of my- 
ſterie and excellency upon Gods 
opportunities. | 

1. They are caſe. 

2. They are ſudden and unex- 
pected. 

3. Somerimes they come be- 
ſide our 1ntention, 

Firſt, Gods opportunities are 
eaſie, they bring great matters to 
birth with eaſie travell ; they 
bring hard things to paſſe eaſily : 
Oh that this were oblerved, In 
Gods opportunity it is an eaſie 
thing to believe, to repent, to 
ſubdue a fin, and to overcome a 

temp- 
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temptation ; as ĩt is an eaſie mat. 
tet for the Ship to go when ſhe 
hath the winde to fill her ſayls. 
Every thing is done eaſily in Gods 
opportunity, Whether it he fo 
ſave a ſou], or to deſtroy a foul ; 


\, becauſe God in his opportunity 


makes. all things concur and 
brings circuſtances together to 


ſtrike up the action ſuddenlyzyou 


— {ee It. 

In the rume of a man, in 
— geſtruction of a man: when 
tis Gods opportunity to deſtroy 
a man, what ealie way will he 
make for t? As Saul, When Gods 
time came that be mut periſh, he 
{lew himſelfe, there was no diffi- 
cultv in the work, he fellhimſelfe 
upon his ſword, as the ſtone doth 
to its center: How eaſily was 
icba taken? when the Prieſt 

lew the Trumpets, and the pe 
ple ſnouted, the walls fell — 
Hat of themſelves : How eaſily 
| G was 


1 Sam. 3. 4 


| The Gale 


was Pharoah and his Army de- 
ſtroyed in the red Sea? the Sex 
was divided, and a way made | 


for Him, that he might not ſtand 
upon't, but run voluntary into 
the womb of death; Oh the effi- 

of Gods opport unities 
How eaſily did Gobab fall, what 
ſtirs and bluſterings did he act a 
little before upon the ſtage of 
pride and boaſting, making 2 
challenge to all rael? but — 
Gods opportunity comes how 
eafily is de ſlain? And therefore | 
the Scripture ſpeaks this with an 
Emphaſis, 15 D avid prevailed-over 
the Philiſtine with a fing and with a 
None and ſmote the Pheliitime, and | 
few'bim, but there was ub ſword- in 


the hand of David. 

2. So Gods oportunities work 
good for men ef they bri 
great matters of :good to pa 
wich no' dffiontty -' When tis 
Gods opportunity that * 
In © ſhall | 


of Opportunity. 
ſhalltake poſſeſſion of his King- 
dome it falls into his mouth (as ĩt 
| | were) notonely Saul, but all his 


{ons (that might ſtand as ſo many 
ſcreens between David and the 
Crown)are taken out of the way. | 
'  Thehouſeof Judah, they of thems " 
ſelves, come and annoint David q 
King over them. Then Abwer, 
Sauls Generall of his whole Ar 
my, diſpleaſed with Iſoboſbeth re- 
volts to David, and all the Tribes 
come to Hebron to anuoint David 
King over Jae: Doe you ſee? 
this great work is done to his 
hand. —_—_ 

So in Gods opportunities it is 
an eaſie thing to believe and re- 
pent, 48, 16. 14. Luke 19. 6. 1 
King 19. 20. 
| Ah my beloved the ele of 
LN believing and repenting attends 

a peouliar/ opportunity of Gods 
| own vouchfafing, in which he 
; | doth more readily. work then at 
B other times. G 2 How 


— 
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How ſhall I know when tis 
eaſie for me to believe and re- 
pent ? 

1. When thelight of the ſpirit 
doth flaſh into the eye of thy ſou], 
then thy work is eaſie, as when 
the light of the day doth dart its 
rayes in at the windows of thy 
Chamber t ĩis eaſie for thee to read 
a ſmall print. Thus when a light 
from Heaven did ſhine upon Paul, 
and ſhine into Paul, how eaſie did 
his work come off? Lord what 
wilt thou have mie to doe? 


2. When thy heart is made 


combuſtible» and ready to take 
fire 3- as when the tinder is dry 
tis eaſie to light a candle, the leaſt 
ſpark that falls on it takes fire, and 
when the fire is combuſtible, it is 
an eaſie matter to kindle a fire, it 
burns preſently : So when thy 
heart is ſoftned it eaſily takes the 
impreſhon of the ſeal upon ĩt, and 
when thy thoughts are ſtir'd — 
Wok! an 
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and made combuſtible, tis an 
eaſie matter to kindle them into a 
fire of repentance, as in the Act, 
when they were pricked in the 
heart, they ſaid, Men and brethren 
what ſhall we doe? Repemt ( ſaith 
Peter) and they took preſently. 

3. When thine affections and 
defires are upon the wheel, then 
any work is eaſie, as when a load 
is upon the wheel tis drawn eaſi- 
ly, whereas if you ſhould go about 
to lug it along upon the ground it 
comes on heavily; and therefore 
the Lord purſuing Pharoab, took 
off his Chariot wheels, and they 
drave on heavily : So when God 
puts thine affections upon the 
wheel, and ſets them a going, 
then tis eaſie for thee to doe great 
matters, and therefore obſerve 
thine opportunity. i 

Secondly, Gods opportunities 
are ſudden and unexpected: they 
come upon us without prepata- 
G 3 tion; 


Acts 2. 


1 
- . * 9 . 
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tion.4 God doth not ſend us word 


before hand, when he will viſie 


us and come to us, as ſometimes 
we ſend to a friend that we will 
dine with him, or ſpeak with him 
at ſuch an hour ; but Gods op- 

rtunities come ſuddenly upon 
us in the twink ling of an eye, be- 
fore we be aware, when we know 
nothing of it, and the ſpirit ruſh. 
eth in upon a man, and gives him 
no notice before hand; Thus 
Chriſt came and called Hitthew 
[ Follow me] on a ſudden, whilſt 
he was fitting at the receit of Cu- 
ſtome, Aud be aroſe & followed him. 

Some poor ſouls have ſent up 
many a Prayer to heaven for aſſu- 
rance, and it hath not come, and 
they poor creatures have thought 
that God hath not regarded them 
all the while, and then, on a ſud- 
den, aſſurance hath come when 
they Jookt not for it: Ah dear 
father, how many mercies from 

nr thee 
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thee have come to us uninyited ! 
thy preventing grace and mercy 
dath always viſit us uninvited; 
we ſend not forit, it comes freely 
to us. 

Thirdly, Gods opportunities 
come beſides our intention, they 
oome ſometimes when we aime 
not at them: We ſtumble upon 
hezven, when we are ſeeking 
ſomething elſe 3 as a man that 
digged in his garden onely to ſet 
roots and plants, and found a pot 
of gold there; and as Saul went 
to Sazel to enquire for his Fa- 
thers Aſſes, and found a King- 
dome. This. was belides his in- 
tention, he ſought one thing and 
found another, his poor Aſics 
were his intention, but a Crown 
was the object he met with in ex · 
execution. Oh the my ſteries of 
opportunity Tis ſo many times 
in the matters of heaven, I an 
found ſaith God of ibem that ſought 
Aud 2 foi 


The Gale 
me not. Many a ſoul findes Hea- 
ven beſides his intention: How 
ſtrangely doe ſome meet with a 
Commiſſion ? they meet with 


heaven and grace by accident (as 
it were) they go to a place onely 


to ſeek health or food, ſomething 


for the body, and there they y light 
upon ( beſides their ien 
ſalvation for theit ſouls ; as the 
lame man ſeeing Peter and John 
aſked an almes, there was all his 
intention, and met with a cure 
both of body and ſoul : and the 
woman of Samaria came to the 
Well for water, and there found a 
Chriſt ; it was an accident to her 
to meet Chriſt there : Gods op- 
portunity comes- upon her be- 
ſides her intention: Ah gracious 
God ! that ſhe ſhould come for 
water that very hour when Chriſt 
was there, not before nor after, 
but that very hour when Chriſt 
Js there's the came for water 
which v was but: puddle, and found 


* 
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a Spring of life: So the Marri- 
ners that took Jonah into their 
Ship, they received him onely 
for the fare, he payd them, thar 
was all their intention, their fare 
and pay for carriage was all their 
aĩme, but they met with a better 
fare, converſion to the true God, 
verſe 16, Then the men (they were 
Heathens) feared the Lord exceed- 
ingly, and offered a ſacrifice to the 
Lord | that is, to the true God, 
not to Neptune but to the Lord) 
and made vows. So Moſes went to 
mount Horeb onely to keep his 
Fathers ſheep, but there he met 
with God 1n the burning buſh. 
Thus you ſee Gods opportuni- 
ties are cloathed with ſtately 
robes of myſtery upon them, be. 
hold them therefore with holy 
fear and reverence. | 

Uſe 3. My third Uſe ſhall give 
the meeting to tender fouls, who 
will be ready from the breaſts of 


this doctrine to fuck in fears and 
| ſeruples, 


2 * * * 7 
K . 
. bY 
* 
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The Gale 
ſcraples, giving up their oppar- 
tunities Ages If this be ſo, t hen 
we have loſt our opportunities. 

Obj. 1. 1 am an old ſinner, and 
have ſtood it out all my days hitherto 
againſt Jeſus Chriſt, be hath often 
called ute, I have often refuſed him. 

Anſw. Yet thou art not in bell, 
thou art yet on this fide the 
grave: O praiſe mercy and free 
grace, that thou art not yet in 
the center of hell : Thou canſt 
not ſay that the oyle of opportu- 
nity is ſpent, as long as thou haſt 
a veſſell more, a day, or year yet 
more left to receive it; the wi. 
dows oyle ran (till as long as there 
was a veſſell to receive it: Thou 
canſt not ſay that opportunity 
is done, till lite be done: God 
hath many opportunities, though 
many are Joſt, yet all are not paſt. 
Thou ſayſt thou haſt loſt ſome 
opportunities, but God hath ma- 
ny opportunities in ſtore: In- 
deed, 
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deed, if God had but one oppor- 


tunity for thee and no more, thou 
wert gone, as E ſas ſaid unto Iſaac, 


Haſt 1 but one bleſſang vh ay Fa- Gen: 27, 38. 


ther? But God bath many bleſs 
ſings, be hath many mercies, and 
therefore many opportunities for 
loſt ſouls, he doth not give off for 
many denyalls ; after many refu- 
ſualls God comes on again, and 
woos afreſh : he hath a treaſury 
of opportunities, a quiver full of 
opportunities, and if one arrow 
of mercy be ſpent, if morearrows 
of opportunities be loſt, and 
thrown away upon thee, he hath 
more yet to ſhoot at thee, and 
more yet; Oh that God would 
now draw out an arrow of con- 
verſion, and hit thy ſoul with it 
W hat though God hath bent his 
bow, and ſhot many an arrow, 
many a Sermon at thee, and miſ. 
ſed? Vet he will ſhoot again, he 
can ſhoot and hit, be is rich in 
mercies 


* 
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metcies, and therefore rich in op- 

portunities. | 
Obj. 2. Oh, but I have left my 


firſt love, I have abated in my flame 


of love to God, and his word, and the 
power of godlineſſe ; and is my oppor- 
tunity yet before me to recover © is it 
not loſt e 
Anſ#. No, it is not laſt, thine 
opportunity yet 1s not gone, as 
you may ſee in Rev. 2. 4, 5. Ne- 
vertheleſſe J have ſomewhat again 
thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt 
love. Obſerve, thou that haſt de- 
cayed in the neat of thy firſt love, 
God hath ſomewhat againſt thee, 
he hath a quarrell with thee, and 
therefore awake with all ſpeed, 
for God hath ſomewhat againſt 
thee, but yet thine opportunity 
is not gone: for ſaith God in the 
next words; Remember therefore 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and. doe thy firſt works, there's yet 
opportunity that ſhines onthee, 
the Sun is not yet ſet, though R, 
e 
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be going down : and Tubes wilt re- 
member whence thow art fallen, and 
repent, and make haſte to riſe, God 
will rather make the Sun to ſtand 
ſtill as he did in Joſbuahs time) the 
ſun of oportunity ſhal rat her ſtand 
ſtil intheorbe of time, then that 
thou ſhalt looſe thy ſoul, and 
therefore looke about thee, 

Obj. 3. 0h but 1 am grows luke- 
warme in religion, which is the worſt 
temper of all the reſt, 1 Cafe not which 
end goes forward. 

Anſw. Chriſt will afford hes 
opportunities yet, as you may ſee 
in the Church of Laodicea, Rev. 
15. Iknow thy works" £7 know wha 
they are and utterly diſlike them] thou 
art neither hot: nor cold; Thou art 
neither an open enemy, nor yet 
truly zealous of my Goſpel, ver. 
16. Therefore becauſe Shows art luke 
warm I will ſpue thee out of my month: 
as tepid and juke-wirme water 
goth provoke the ſtotmack to 

it out again: So will I(faith Gon 


* 
* 
* 
p 
* 
1 
4 YL a 


| Yerſe 20. 


Ihe Cle 
ſpew thee and thy profeſlion out, 


it, is ſo loathſome to me. Obſerve 


(thou luke - warm Chriſtian) thou 
art in a ſad and dangerous condi- 


tion, God cannot bear with thy 


profeſhon lang; as the ſtomack 
cannot hold juke- warme water 
long within it, yet thine oppor- 
tunitics are not yet gone, for ſaith 
Chriſt,Behold I t and at tbe door,and 
hnack, if any mam hear my voice, and 
open tbe door, I will come in unto him, 
amd ſup with him and he mib me 
though thou art luke warme and 
deſerveſt with thy profeſſſon to 
be ſpewed out of my mouth, yet I 
and. at the dvor aud knock t. Chrift 
was going; O obſerve thou luke- 
warm Chriſtian, and therefore 
ſaith be) I tand at the door and 
ac k, but (ſaich he) Ile pauſe a 
while befoe I ge, Ile ſtay a little 
and then goe, I am unwilling to 
leave thee yet, though thou thut 
me gut I will aot yet be gane, 

1 though 


— Al... 
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though the door be lockt againſt 
me, yet Ile knock a while; for this 
phraſe ſhews that Chriſt was ſtay- 
ed from entriog in- preſently the 
doors being {hut againſt him ; yet 
he would ſtand there waiting, 
though you be all aſleep within, 
yet I wil ſee whether Ican knock 
you up: The opportunity waited 
ſtill upon them. 

Obj. 4. But Goal eems to have caſt 
me off into a Sea o 77 adneſſe and dle er- 
tion: he hath thrown me ober Ship» 
board out of his preſence into a depth 
of deſpaire; Ifinle, I fink under his 
anger, I feare me T ſhall never recover, 
Tam ſo drawned in the Ocean of bis 
frownes, hit waves are gone over my 
Soule. + 77 F 
; 2 A man my think him; 
elfe gone, and yet his opportunit 
not both thi himſelf. 


paſt hel pe, and yet his, opportuni: 
1 hath 


ty not paſt 5. : " y lay, God LAT. 
caſt me off, I ſhall never recover 
v7 . 


he Gale 
more, never ſee the face of God 
more, and yet opportunity ſhews 
its face gy ine, and ſmiles upon 
him. I ll give you a ſtrange in- 
{tance, Jonah in the Whales be 
he bad f inned, highly apainſt oh 
Lord, like a Runagate who fled 
from his Maſters ſervice ,and when 
he was upon the Sex, a tempeſt 
purſueth him, which would not 
Ave him ayer; a Lot to difcover 
the matefadtor i is caſt, and it fals 
upon on; The Marriners they 
caſt him over Sbip- board: Here 
was a fearfillf caſe, to be caſt over 
Ship- board'with a guilty conſct- 
ence : how*did he full into the 
Sea, (bat Had à Sea of terrour in 
him? Well; he is caſt in, and a 
halt Iwallows him, in vhoſe 
belly he 18104 ed for threedayes 


and three ffighjts after fuch a man. 
ner as Wa 15 er heard of before 
how perplexed was his ſtate think 


you? a mati drowned and not 


drowned ; 


2 _— 


* 
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Ml - 1994 


of Opportunity. os 


go 


drowned ; devoured, but not di- 


geſted; alive, but yet as dead; ah 
what a dying ſoul had he in the 
living Fiſh ! expecting every mĩ- 
nute the fearefull diſſolut ion of 
his Soul from his body; for he was 
under horror of conſcience, now 
lying on him for his fin, & dread: 
full conflict of Spirit, as it God 
had forſaken him, and given ſen- 


-tence on him, for you ſhall read, 


ſome ſuch were his expreſſions, 
Thou haft caſt me into the deep, that 
is, the Sea; then 1 ſaid, I an 4 
out of thy ſi ght, my Soul fainted with. 
in me, Here Jonah thought his 
opportunity: was gone, but the 
Whale] brings him ſafe to the 
ſhore, the Whales belly was a 
place of ſafety, a Sanctuary to him; 
had not the Whale received him, 
he might have you drowned, for 
he could not ſwim to the ſhore: 
Ah thou poor dejected ſoul kn 


jove theeʒ he can throw thee into 
H the 


\ 


Jonah 2. 3, 4; | 


the belly of deſpaire, and make 


thee live in it, as the child doth in 
thewombe, the Mothers belly is 
the Babes Sanctuary, the childe 
lyes ſafe in the womb, ſo ſhalt thou 
lye ſafe in the belly of deſpaite, 
God will make the belly or womb 
of deſpa ire to travel in birth till 
thou art delivered, and therefore 


doe as Jonah did, beleeve in the 


Jonah 2. 2. 


midſt of deſpaire, pray unto the 
Lord, cry unto him out of the 
Whales belly, Ont of the belly of hell 
(ſaith Jonab) I cryed and thou bear- 

my voice 3 Ah, bleſſed word 
God will hear thee when thou art 
at the worſt; if thou couldeſt pray 
in hell, and repent in hell, wert 
thou in hell, if thou couldſt be- 
leeve there, God would hear thee 
thereʒa ſwert word to a deſpairing 
ſoule : Jonab in the Whales belly, 
faid, Tet will look ag toward thy 
Foly Temple? God will give thee 
leave to lock up to him though 
thou art in the bottom videſtructi- 


On 
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on: I am caſt out of thy ſight (ſaid Jo- 
nah) get 1 will looke a Laine toward. 
holy Temple? A foul is never 
forſaken of God, but he may fook 
up to bis God; though thou art 
eaſt out of his light, yet he will 
give thee leave to look upon him: 
ah thou forſaken ſoull a jook from 
thee- will pierce his boſome, 4 
mourufull look from the childe 
wounds the breaſt of au angry fa- 
ther; though the child dares not 
ſendouta word, yet a mournfull 
and longing look conquers. his 
Fathers heart: Art thou forſaken 
of God ? yet thine opportunity is 
not gone, dart a look upon him, if 
thou canſt not pray to him, yet 
look upon him: God looks to ſee 
| whether thou wilt lozok upog 
in be waits to begracious, thou 
waiteſt to be comforted, he waits 
to comfort thee. 

5 Mans extremity is Gods op. 
portunity : when thou art molt 
ready to rn God moſt 
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ready to fave : God ordinarily 


doth not fave in danger, but in 
extremity of danger: when tis at 
the worſt with thee, then tis Gods 
opportunity to help thee, as the 
woman that had the bloody iſſue, 
her extremity was Chriſts oppor 
tunity; She had a waſting diſeaſe 
upon her, and time added to it; 
twelve long years had ſhe withe- 
red and languiſhed under it; be- 
fides the tediouſneſſe, her difeafe 
muſt needs get head by continu- 
ance,yet more to mend the matter, 
poverty(which is another diſeaſe) 
was ſuper-added to her ſickneſſe 
(ſhe had ſpent all that ſhe had up- 

on Phyficians)her extremity now 

ſwels great, ſhe hath two evils at 
once upon her, two unſu fferable 
evils, though ſhe were ſick, yet her 
wealth (as long as ſhe had it) 

would have maintained and ſuc- 
coured her in her fickneffe. but 
now want doth pinch her no leſſe 

then her diſtemper; and helps = 
| make 
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ma ke her perfectly miſerable: ſhe 
is now perfectly miſerable, Va 
and ſick, and — to refreſh her 
in her weakneſſe: had ſhe ſpent all 
and gained her health, it had be 
well enough, but alas, che bath — 
gered her ſelfe, undone. her ſtate, 
and her body, N never the better, 
her mony was waſted not her dis 
eaſe. Now her extremity is at the 
height, what then ? her extremity 
is Chriſts opportunity : ; when her 
caſe is moſt deſparat ſhe is healed. 
If Ican but touch the hem of his gar- 
ment I ſhall bewhole.. So the — pa 
of Sarepta; Elijah ſent to her by 
God to be ſuſtained by her: when 
he comes he ſuſtaines her, ſhe is 
ſuſtained by him: for when he 
comes and asks her food, bring me 
I pray.thee a morſell of bread in i bine 
hand, ſhe tels him, as the Lord thy 
Godliveth, 1 I bave not a Cake, but. ax 
hand full of meal in 4 barrell, and 4 
little oyle in a Cruiſe, and bebold I am 


im rwo fiel, that 7 may goin. 
H 3 and 


aul dreſſe it for m an, my Sow, 1hat 
we #49 eat it and dye. She was now 
upon the borders of exrremity : It 
was high time fortheLordtofend | 
the Prophet to ber, for(poor Soul) 
ſhe was now mäking ber laſt 
meal: after one meane morſel ſhe 
was yeelding her ſee over to 
death, ſhe was now goitig to ent 
her laft; that ſhe might dye: and 
whit then ? truly her extremity | 
was Gods opportunity, Frart mot 
fatd E153 ab to ber, goe and oe as thou | 
haſt farts make mea link Cake fir ſt, 
and bring 'it to nt inafter mak for 
thee amd thy forts, for thus fefth the 
Lord God of I-26) "the Barrel of mec 
Pall not waſte, neither ſhull the ¶ ruiſe | 
of oyl faile untill the day that the Lovd | 
ndetÞ raine npon the earth, What 
a ſhowre of comfort was here2 ſhe 
was goingto ear her laſt and dye, 
and God fendsthe Prophet to her 
to provide for her the whole fa. | 
mine How opportunely doth 
God provide ſuceour to our diſt- 
5 5 reſſes 
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reſſes / It is his glory to helps at a 
pinch, to begin. where we have 
given over, chat his mercy may be 
ſo much the more w c by 
— much it is the leſſe Jagk't. 
or. wy 

6 Though I bavg loſt time, yet 
(lay) Lord thou haſt not Pn 
thou wert before all time, and canſt 
ſee time yet befgre me: My loſſe of 
time doth net put thee to a 


Obj. 2. Bat pill God be à logſer 
by me? I baue loſt bim abundance of 
elory whith I might. have done him, 
hed Iinproved my opportunities In 
my looſemg my opportunities, God bath 
loſs a great deal of his glary. 

eAnjw. 1. God will be content 
to fit downe by the loſſe it chou 
wilt but come in now: Oh trans 
ſcendent mercy / he will looſe a 
great part of his glory rather then 
looſe thy ſoul, for he knows he 
can bear the loſſe better then thou 
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Pio, 19. 11. 


2 What he loofeth of his glory 
by the one way, he'gaines another 
way, in pardoning of thee; he 
counts it bis glory to pardon thee, 
as the Holy Ghoſt, ſaith. It # a mum 
glory to paſſe over a tram ſgreſſion. In 
pardoning the ſins thou haſt lived 
in for a time, he will gain glory to 
himſelfe beyond all time; Thou 
haſt ſinned againſt him ſome years, 
and ſo be hath loſt his glory by 
t hee for ſome years, but it he par- 
don thee thou wilt glorify him 
(wilt thou not 20 for ever. 
3 What ever glory thou haſt 
joſt him, he hath it all made up in 
Jeſus Chriſt : come in now then 
and ſerve him cheerfully in Chriſt, 
doe more for him in a little time, 
then thou haſt done againſt him 
in a lon time. * | 
Obj. 8. B I have prayed long, 
and waited à great wbile, and 1he 
Lord doth not bear nor amſmer me, 
anti therefore my opportunityz is paſt 


when 
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| of Opportamity. 
when God'batb n 
the opportunity is paſt. 

Anſiu. 1. This duth not argue, 
that thine opportunity: is gone 
but that God doth: not — 
thee as ſoon as thou aſkeſt: Thine 
opportunity ĩs not paſt, but one- 
ly God takes his leaſure to hear 
x $2. when he pleaſeth : the op- 

portunĩty ts. not paſt, but God 


makes thee ſtay hile before he | 


anſwers z the Lord-tloth not 
ſwiftneſſe of our ex tions. 

2. Gods delays ſhould make 
thee ſet on him with greater 
ſtrength; and his putting thee afl 
ſhould: make thee put on afreſt 
with ſtronger violence; as the 
cold weather makes the fire burn 
hotter, ſo Gods ſlackneſſe ſhe 
make thee more hot and earn 
in prayer; and (by an holy An- 
tiperiſtaſis) be kiodled — his 
N Thus tis with the 
men 


} een I 
to the 


Numb. 22.13. 


be Gale 


men of the world; when Balak ſent 
meſſengers unto Baltam to come 


unto bim, dad>curſe the Feaple 
Hrael; elan denyed him — 
ſent him word: boch ih u Gad 
would not give bim leave to 
come: What. then? ſanh the 
Text, Balake ſent again certain 
pres mare, and more honourable 
then t hey, ſo litt le is Bala diſcuu- 

raged with one wvefuſall, that he 
867 fo much the tironger mel. 


— honon. 
age," z ab we could he ſo im- 
portunate ſot our good, and with 


our” God a denyall doch bur 
wher the deſires of vehement 
Sütors: Why are ye faint in 
ſpirituall things, when ye are not 
denyed but delayed? doth God 
pve thee off > fend up morc Pray- 
ers, and . . honourable „gain 


to bim. 


3. And adore when aßter 
wack ſeek ing thou meeteſt — 
Wit 


4 
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of , — wty. 
with peace and aſſurance, doe not 


ſay thine opportunity ĩs paſt; but 
rather fay, rhine opportunity 1s 


not yet comg,! or thine opportu- Heb. 10. 37. 


nity is o come; Fur yet a 
little time, as: uy that e erer 
come, aud will not ta 

How fall I know mine oppor. 
- yet to come? 

1 When thou liveſt in ex- 
pectation, when thou ſtandeſt 
upon thy watch tower toter 
what che wilhſay unto tee. 

7. 
uſe of means, when thou wilt not 
leave Ahe un of means : whe 
thou ſriekeſt by the Pool of Be 

theſda, as the lame man did, that 
had à diſeaſe eight and ol 
years, there he came to be 
but he was ſtill 
cauſe when he was goĩng 3555 
into the water, another 1 
ſtepe down before bim; yet t 
he ſtayed;phe knew there was the 
place 


» 


When thou waiteft in the Hah. 21 a 


Mat. 24. 32. 


lie there: 
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and means of healing, and 


— thence he would not go; if 


he would lie any where he would 
and was his opportu- 
nity loſt, though he had. waited 
long, and been put by often ? 
(this is the very doubt) No ſure- 
ly, Chriſt viſits him at laſt, there 
he waited in the uſe of means, and 


rather then fail he ſhall be healed 


Without means! 
2. When: the Fig-tree blos 


ſomes, then thine opportunity is 


| — to come / nay tis at hand : 


bloſſomes of goo dneſſe 
any — and be — of a 
work appear, any breathings of 
foul in thee after Chriſt , —— 
thine en is at band s as 

riſt ſaid, Learn a Parable of t be 
Fi ig-tre, when his branch is yet tender 
and_putteth forth leaves, know that 


Summer js nigb; and therefore 


cheriſh every bloſſome of grace, 
Shough never ſo tender in * 
| Et 


— 
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Let not a Mayfroft nip them: Be 
je lift up ye everlaſting doors, and the 
King of glory ſhall come in: When 
our doors,” your fouls begin to 
up themſelves ever fo little 
after Chriſt, the King of glory is 
coming in. | 12. 
Obj. 9. But you bid us take the op- 
portunity, and come in now to Teſws 
Chriſt, and believe in him and repent, 
and come out of ſin: alas you bid us 
doe what we cannot doe, we cannot 
believe, nor repent, nor come out of 
ſin, or come to Jeſus Chriſt of our 
ſelves. EN, PLN P | 
Anſw.1. You are to believe 
that you cannot believe of your 
ſelfe, or repent of your le or 
come out of fin by your own 
ſtrength ; and you are not there. 
fore the farther from Chriſt, in 
that you are ſo far from your 


"©. 


_ ſelves, nay you are nearer to Jeſus. 
= Chriſt. The farther you go out 
of your ſelves, and aut of yout 
Am own 
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own 7 8 you are 
gone to a * 
ſeriouſly ad feeling . 


vou . N your 
ſelves, this is the firſt ſeed of 
faith, 1 lay, to believe that you 
cannot believe of your ſelves is 
the firſt ſeed of faith: you muſt 
firſt believe your own weakaelle, 
that you may have power may: 
Chriſt to believe in Chriſt : 
there ever a poor ſou! then u 405 
Congregation, that cryes out, | 
cannot come out of. ſin of my 
ſelfe? this is the firſt work and 
ſtep unto Jeſus Chrift, to receive 
ſtrength from him to come out of 
lin: doſt thou ſay thou cauſt not 
come out of fin of thy ſelfe? Now 
thou art the farther from thy 
ſelfe, and 12. nearer to Jeſus 
Chiiſt ; whom Chriſt 
helps be _ them fiſt fee 
themGcives helpleſs ; Jeſus Chriſt 
| gives ſtrevgeh, to them, ene 
makes 
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makes to ſee their own, nothiog- 
neſſe : they that lay they cannot 
believe, Jelus Chrilt is in the way 
to wake them believe: They 
that ſay, Lord I cannot overcome 
my ſin, Jeſus. Chriſt becomes a 
their Conquerour for them; thy Cor. 12. 99 
nothingneſſe {hall ſet out his 8 
power, For my ſtrength ( ſaith he) 
is made perfect in weakneſſe. | 
2. And again, whereas thou 
ſayeſt, I bid thee doe what thou 
canſt not doe, thou canſt not re- 
pent, nor come out of ſin of thy 
ſelte, Lanſwer and tell thee, God 
offers his hand with thee. to the work, 
he does not onely ofter thee work 
to doe, but he.offers his hand 
with thee to the work ; while 
he bids thee believe, his hand 
ſhall be with thee to make thee> + 
believe: This is the excellency 
and k iadneſſe of the Covenant of 
grace, when the Goſpel bids thee 
leave fin, it puts in thee à new 
| nature, 


* 


KY £1 oy P | , * 
( PG \ 
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. 


nature, that is contrary to ſin, to 
hate it more then hell; If a man 
(to whom thou oweſt fo much) 
bid thee pay him a thouſand 
pounce, and give thee the thous 
fand pounds 1n thy hand to pay 
him, now it is eaſie. Jeſus Chriſt | 
in the Goſpell doth not onely ſay 
to thee, pay me what thou oweſt 
me, I am thy Saviour, believe in 
me, I come down from heaven to 


die for thee. come out of fin to 


ſerve mne; I bought thee with a 
price, pay me down thy ſelfe, thy 
ſervice which thou oweſt me, I 

ſay Jeſus Chriſt doth not onely 
thus bid thee (poor ſinner) be- 
lieve in him, and come out of ſin, 
but he is ready to give thee his 
grace and ſtrength to make pay- 
ment. A nem heart will I give thee, 
and a new ſpirit will 1 put into thee : 
and therefore doe not ſay abſo- 
lately, I cannot believe, or I 
cannot come out of ſin, for Jeſus 
1 - Chrift 


* 
8 
A 
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Chriſt is ready to give thee thy 
thouſand pounds thou owelt. 
him, that thou mayſt pay him 
aut of his own ſtock ; that thou 
may ſt believe out of his treaſury, 
that thou mayſt come ont, of fin 
byr his grace and mercy; The 
Lord Jeſus offers his hand with 
. theetothe work: as Bernard tels 
us of Pope Engen ius; that meet- 
ing with a poor but honeſt Bi- 
ſhop; he ſecretly gave him certain 
Jewels wherewith he might pre- 
ſent him: 8 Jeſus Chriſt wil 
give thee the Jewells of faith aod 
* repentance :\ wherewith thou. 
mayſt preſent him: If God did 
not furniſh us, we ſhould have 
nothing wherewith to honous, 
him :; The Father that gave thee. 
Chriſt will give thee faith to re- 
ceive ſeſus Chriſt; and Feſus.. 
Chriſt that gave thee himſelfe, 
will give thee his ſpitit to draw. 
theeto himſelfe. CENA 
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| "6-1 | 
8 | 


\. 

\ — 

- 1 . 
o 


How U ſhall uwe 
| ities ? © 
I I will lay down but 
before you. | 
1. Conſult with the Lord: as 
it is ſaid of the children of Iſrael, 
that when the Gibeontes deceived 
them witha wile; and they ſpared 
** then lives,whom uy ſhould have 
. *:,, deſtroyed, the Text ſaith, They. 46 
1 5 nes weſt at the mouth of the 
3 Lord they had an opportunity 
here put into their hands to deſtroy 
the Gibeonites, but they miſſed it, 
becauſe they did not conſult with 


- 


venth verſe with the tourteen th, 
| and you ſhall ſee how right a man 
.._ thay gueſſe of a thing ſomet ĩmes, 
And yet want a clear light and diſ- 
covery of it, becauſe he doth not 

ad viſe with the Lord;intheleventh 
verſe, Said nbe wen of fect to the 
"#8; and how [hall we 


the Lord : do but compare the ſe- 
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Jon? here the Iſraelites did gueſte 
aright,i was paſt(a perad venture) 
for they did live among them and 
therefore could not make a league 
with theme How right doe they 
ir? bow true was their conje- 
Qure?Now the lock of oportu 
was before them, they might have 
laid hold upon it, but they were i 
the dark, and walkt in a cloud, not 
knowing whorhe Gibeonites were, 
bet auſe they aue d not counſel at he 
bub of the Lord that i, by thehigh 
Prieſt purting ont the breaſt«plate 
of judgement wherein © ws the 
Uri und T hummitn forke teafon 
why wekbow nbt our oppbrtuni- 
ties is becauſe we conſult not with 
the Lord as he ĩs the tnaker of time, 
ſo he is the revealer of time untb 
us: Nay, Gods wit to work at ſuch 


a time, is that which makes an p- 


portunity, as ſuppoſe a wan id 
—— = tree or Plumb.cree: 


carry. 


John 15. 1 


The Gale 
carry away fruit is, when it is his 
will to ſhake the tree, before or af- 
ter is no opportunity: you may 
walke, and watch about the tree, 
when he will ſhake down the frujt 


but when he hath done ſhaking, 


your opportunity is done. So the, 
rd, who is the husbandmian of 


1 Cor 3. 9. his Church, he hath among all his 


other trees planted the tree of time, 
and he himſelf ſits upon the top of 
the tree (as the God of time, the 
diſpoſer of time) and when it is his 
will to ſhake the tree, then is your 
opportunity: So that if you would 
know your opportunities you muſt 
conſult with the Lord, Lord, when 
wilt thou ſhake thy tree? when 
wilt thou drop down the fruit, that 
I may gather into my lap?ꝰ 

2 If you would not looſe any 
oportunity, apprehend every one ; 
as Abraham by entertaining ſtran- 
gers, entertained Angels nnawares: 


As a man that keeps an Inne, by en- 


tertaining 


— . 


of Opportunity. 
tertaining all travellers that come, 
oftentimes entertains a Noble. man 
| or a Prince: So if thou entertain all 
oportunities that come, thou ſhalt 
at laſt entertain the noble oppor- 
tunity, the Angel oppottunity, the 
Prince of opportunities, the Soul- 
ſaving opportunity: a thouſand 
to one thou ſhalt entertain Chriſt 
at laſt-' as the Inne at Bethlem that 
entertained all paſſengers, entertai- 
ned Chriſt himſelfe there. 

Sinners, I told you before, that 
God will at one hour orother come 
with a caſting command: one com- 
mand that ſhall / baye the caſting 
voice; that if you obey not then, 
mercy will ſnut up ſtiop, and trade 
þ with you no more, but give you up 
| for ever; and therefore I fay now, 
if you would not looſe any oppor- 1 
tunity, take every peut ; 
ty. 
| And now give my diſcourl leaye 

to caſt ſome beams of reflection 
1 upon 


mn, 


— — 


- — 1 
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that worthy Gentle- 


man whom God hath taken from 


us: Tis our duty to ſ ſome. 
thing of him: Though: we bury 
his body, yet tis not fit we ſhould 
bury. his worth in a grave of ſi- 


lence and oblivion, and truly(my 


beloved) I doe not thinke ye can 
bury the ſweet remembrance cf 
him; He will live a long time af- 
ter his deat b, though he be dead, 
yet he cannot dye, his name can- 
not expire fo. ſoon: Ob l that 
-what good was in him might live 
aſter him to give us example: He 
was an exemplary pattern 3 when 
bees laid in this grave bee live 
above the grave, the ſweet ſmel- 
ling ſpices of is lovely life and 
converſation, will inbalme him, 
and keep him unperiſht in your 
thoughts many ycars. I need not 
blazon his coat of arms (you may 
ee them upon tbe ſable hearſe) 
dhe worth of his deſcent or luſtre 


8 of 
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of his family, Et | genus & proaves 
& que non fecimws ipſi; you did 
all honour him and know him, 
Mr. Walcot of Welcot ; beſides that 
he was honored with the office of 
Juſtice of peace in his Country, 
and truly I thinke the office in 
ſome meaſure received honour 
from him, for he adorned it with 
his vertues: he moved in that 
ſphear for many years together, 
in which place both he and that 
worthy Gentleman, now with 
the Lord, M. Rick, More of Linley Anda ; 
Eſq.(whom for honors ſake 1 can- — 
not but revive and mention ) In the Parlis- 
which place; I ſay (you al. 

know)howthey two uniting their 
beames together, xefreſhed your 
country with the warmth of their 
influence ; executing Juſtice, re- 
lieving the poor, placing Qr- 
phans, puniſhing offendors, ſup- 
preſting the prophanation of 
Sabhaths countenancing the god 
14 Iy 


* 


my 
. $6. 
" * 
* * * 
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ly, fupporting the coutſe of god- 
Iineſſe and religion, honoring and 
backing the faithful] Miniſters of 
God. I well remember thoſe 
times, I ſpeak but what ye all 
know, F104 
He was alſo (having intereſt in 


fo many Churches) as great an 
Inſtrument (I think) as any in the 


Country, to propagate the Gol. 

pell, and preaching of the word. 
That excellent man of God 
Mr. Pierſon of Brampton Brian had 
a large room in this' Gentlemans 
heart, and kindled that pions 
flame in him: and when Mr. 
Pierſon dyed, this flame dyed not 
in this Gentlemans breaſt; till the 
oyle. of his life waſted ; ſurely 
Twas a true work, it laſted in him. 
It was his care to get as godly 
Miniſters, and able as he could ; 
and how dear was his Miniſters 
to him? 1 dare ſay, next to his 
Nike and children, fitſt, he was a 
= father 
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father to them: they were to o- 
verſee the flock, and truly he 
would overſee them that they 
ſnould want nothing according 
to his ability: When they came 
to viſit him, his common quære 
was, Is it comfortable with you? 
doe you want? tell me if you do, 
let me know it? I would not 
have you diſcouraged, nor go on 
drooping in Gods work. I ſpeak 
but truth, themſelves are wit- 
neſſes. 

He was a mirrour and example 
of temperance to all the Gentry 
in the country. 

I know no greater infirmity 
did lie upon him then timerouſ- 
neſſe, he had not that height of 
maſculine ſpirit which dwelt in 
ſome men. 1 515 

But my beloved, he that is 
without ſin among you let him 
caſt the firſt ſtone. | 

He was as meek as a Lamb:a 

child 


, (1 be Gals 
child might reprove him: an inferi. 
our might boldly tell him where 
thought) he went awry.Lnever 
nd any lik him io this, he would 

ever love a'man for it. 
As for Covetouſneſſe, I date ſay 
he was not much acquainted with 
it: for 1 when be had an opportu- 
rity to exerciſe covetouſnefle in 
the difpoſure of the Vicarage of 
Clan, he gave it me as freely as the 
Sun {ſhines upon me in the day time 
he was no mercenary Patron. 2 Co- 
vetouſneſſe and mercy never dwel 
together: a covetous man cannot 
be a mercifull man : but he was 
a man made up of pity and mercy 
to the poor ; I ſpeak but what 
you allknow ; the bellies of the 
ung ry, and the backs of the na- 
ked did every year proclaim his 
bounty and charity. 3 Beſides a 


cdovetous liver is no free giver in 


ſecret: a covetous man, when he 
ves, will cauſe his gifts to run 


% 
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ina vifible channel to be ſeen of. 
men; but (tomy knowledge) he 
was a ſecret and hidden reliever 
of godly widows and others that 13 
were in want; be refiefbs. their vt 
bowels with his hid treaſures * he bi 
would {end to know their indi- 
gencies and their ſtraĩts: they 
need not ſend to him, he would Be 
ſendiothem. 4 Yet more, a co- — A 
vetous man 15 not a cheerfull man | 
under loſſes : but he was ſweet 
and ſmiling under all his loſſes. 
'Tis well known, theſe times 
frown'd upon him, and made him 

a great Jooſer, yet he had a moſt 
compoled and contented. heart 
under them, with a great degl af 
acquielcencein God. 5 Be * 
no man knew the dimenſions 
his eſtate better then hicſelfe, ſo 
that knowing what I naw. doe 
7 I nee at his copſians 

ity. | IT, 
He was of a-meek bin, da 


54 r 


derfull free from the tang of re- 
venge ; I know no man had ſuch 
a rare art of forgiving injuries as 
he had : if any had ſpoke ill of 
Bim, or done ill to htm, he would 
be ſilent, and paſſe it by with this, 
They are but men, they ſhew them- 
ſelves to be men. 

He was a pattern of patience 
under affliction 5 Surely there 
was much worth in this Gentle» 
man, your faces ſpeak ſuch ſad. 
neſſe for his loſſe and departure; 
Methinks Iread a fad love, and 
loving ſadneſs written upon your 
faces for him. 

It may beſome may think,that 
in ſetting out his graces and his 
works, that I placeſome merit in 
theſe things: No, I do not, and 
therefore let me tell you, that 
when he was like to dye before, 
(for now God took him ſudden- 
ly ) he uttered this ſpeech, when 
he ſaw his dear wife and ſervants 

. weeping 


— > 
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of Opportunity. 
weeping before him: W by doe-ye 
weep thus? cannot a man dye with 
out all this adoe ? and ſaith he, I doe 
rely wholly upon the righteouſneſſe o 
Jeſus chit > and ans 
time: he did renounce all his own 
works that ever be had done, 
deſiring to be accepted in 
And thus I have done ſpeaking 
of him, and ſo ſpeaking longer 
j to you: only IT would entreat you 
to pray for his family ; He hath 
been an inſtrument of good unto 
the countrey, and now he is gone, 
pray for bis Family, pray good on 
| his Family, that much good may 
ſtil} come out of that Fami- 


ly. 

f <4 And what ſhall we ſay of our 
ſelves , what ſhall I ſay to you? 
I fay againe, as I did before, Lose 
not your opportutities, ſhall we 
ſuffer the time to ein | 


os 
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that woes given to ſave us? we 
muſt either be ſaved in it, or o- 
demned in ĩt: ah then / let us time 
dur buſineſſe aright for rene 
al: you that have no grace pet ice 1 
BY ſay, get it; yon that have 
„ grace, uſe it for God, and i 


=: ale our grave te God glory: 
act more grace : and get more 


— It is a fad ſigne when men 
not 


go on in grace 3 therigh- 
of (faith Part Ys 
tevealed fromfaith to fam bt Thar 


3S, Which have faith, thall 
— — hs 
a feurtull ſigne that we have no 
faith nor grace, if God doch not 
3acreaſc, our fan and grace in 
us. 

game, If men will lloep and 
| 8 God comes and takes 
abt Talent 
Chriſt) the 
ble ſervant, in f. 26. 18. 
ve God opening eyes, in 


* 


Ie. 
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«. 6. to you have 
way > LS» Bs ea $1 
dreſſing trees, in Mat. 3. 10. Gol 
have God hewing down trees, 
and in Mat. 21. there Noam bony Mat. 25. "i 
— qr nag? 5 . 

on t 

— WOES take — 
the — pooeritann ailing 
exerciſe 


repentance, 
take ajray. 1 {elf from 
one after ——— 12 7 
dye after an 
dye too. Thus bo bk God mite 
the unproſitable f 5 wa 
crumbles away his time here, 


hu N as the * 
wither ſodo his SY 


. 


that which ke bath 


— fady to 


O72 worm 


like a dying c 
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4 x o * 
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his bogen ement in him tuſts like a 
ſword that is not uſed}, His faith 
withereth as if it were blaſted! & 
the Image of death is uf 


profeſſion, he thinks like Sam. 


as he did, he ſhakes him elfe to 
duty as at other times, hut his 
ſttength is gone from him. Wo to 
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